
Parish Assembly Break-out Groups 

Parish Pastoral Council Training 

 

 

History Group 
 

 

Length of Breakout Group: 30 minutes 

 

Purpose of Breakout:  1.   To provide an explanation of the History Group in  

      the context of preparing the Parish Assembly 

2. To brainstorm ideas that Parish Pastoral Councils could  

use to prepare to and present parish history at the  

assembly. 
 

 

Explanation of History Group: 

 

History Group is responsible for preparing a parish history presentation to be used in the parish 

assembly.  The ultimate goal is: 

 

 Show that the parish has developed and changed over the years 

 Demonstrate the connection of the past to the present and future of the parish, and show 

how the assembly is a continuation 

 To provide an overview of the mission of the parish, so that when parishioners attend 

the assembly they are somewhat familiar with the elements of parish life. 

 

The history presentation in the context of the parish assemble is about 10 minutes.  This is a time 

for an oral history of the parish.  The history group may choose to give the presentation or it can 

be delegated to an elder from the parish. 

 

Many parishes have compiled histories for use at other parish celebrations especially 

anniversaries.  The parish history demonstrates the changes in the life of the parish over the 

years.  It can include: 

 Past pastors 

 Major achievements 

 Dedication of new buildings 

 Times of welcoming new people 

 Time of loss 

 Times of celebration 

 Major initiatives, history of Catholic education, social ministry, etc. 

 

 

The history group must not only compile the history, they must also present it.  Take a few 

minutes to brainstorm with the group.  Have them discuss ideas for gathering and presenting 

history.  (The presenting of the history does not need to be reserved to just the 10 minute 

allotment in the assembly.  For instance, it can be presented as a picture board that people 

encounter on their way to the assembly.) 


