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Let Faith, Hope, and Charity Prevail  

Recently at a virtual senate meeting, members shared memorable stories from 

Christmas past. One member recalled that as a child while there was not an ex-

change of presents, there was an emphasis on God’s love for us by sending His 

Son, Jesus, to be our savior. 

 

Her sharing triggered the memory of the story my father loved to retell of a child-

hood Christmas during the Great Depression. His father being out of work, his 

mother had told their 9 children not to expect any presents. On a cold and snowy 

Christmas Eve while gathered around the dinner table, there was a loud knock at 

the door. When they opened the door they found only a box full of fresh fruit and 

a gift for each child. My dad’s eyes would always tear up as he recounted his own 

precious gift of a pair of gloves. He said that His mother told them that these 

were gifts from Jesus. I recall how as an adult my dad worked tirelessly through 

Advent with the St. Vincent DePaul Society to raise funds and donations for needy 

family Christmas gift baskets. He would say how that childhood Christmas experi-

ence motivated his love to care for the poor.  

 

I imagine that many of you have similar memories where the true spirit of Christ-

mas generosity and caring touched you as recipient or as a giver—with the touch 

of Christ’s saving love. We have been through another tough year. The vaccines 

offered many parish groups hope as they resumed in-person meetings. 

My heart goes out to you who have lost loved ones or continue to struggle due to 

the pandemic. Let me know how our office can reach out to you. May the Spirit of 

Christ’s saving love be with you all. 

—Mark Ciesielski, Associate Director  
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Christmas and New Year blessings to all! 

Shortly after Kathy Bingham retired as director in 

early September, our office administrative assis-

tant, Gloria Portillo, transferred to work at the  

retired priests’ residence. I continue to stay con-

nected with the Senior Senates and parish clubs. 

 

The Northern and Southwest Senior Senates have 

shared their Zoom virtual meetings with each 

other. This has enabled members to stay connect-

ed,  share access to educational presenters on 

topics such as Medicare and Caregiving support, 

and exchange planning ideas across senates. 

 

Senate virtual meetings have included a game 

day with Bingo, shared memories of past  

Christmases, and a pictorial sharing of a  

Christmas mini-village. Virtual connections may 

not be everyone’s cup of tea, but they have 

offered joyful connections especially to persons 

who are homebound. 

 

We will see what 2022 brings. Currently, the  

various senate officers and I are in conversations 

about securing host sites for in-person senate 

meetings again.   

 

I want to express my gratitude to the senate  

officers for their extended  time of service and all 

of the Chatter contributors who send in club  

updates. It helps to keep us connected. 

- Mark Ciesielski 

SENIOR SENATES 
Archdiocese of Galveston-Houston 

CENTRAL SENIOR SENATE-2021 
President - Delois Semien 

 

NORTHERN SENIOR SENATE-2021 
President - Ella Ledet 

 

SOUTHWEST SENIOR SENATE-2021 
President  - Gayle Naar 

 
 

SENIOR SENATE MEETING DATES 
Dates subject to change on holidays. 

 A present, in-person meetings have been  
suspended  due to Covid.   

 

CENTRAL:1st Monday of each month 
St. Dominic Auditorium - 10 a.m. 

2403 Holcombe Blvd. - Houston, TX 77021 
 
 

NORTHERN: 2nd Monday of each month 
St. Charles Borromeo - 10 a.m. 

501 Tidwell Rd, Houston, TX 77022 
 

SOUTHWEST: Quarterly meetings:10 a.m. 
St. Cyril of Alexandria Church  

10503 Westheimer Rd.- Houston, TX 77042 
 

OFFICE of AGING MINISTRY STAFF 

Director 

(Vacant) 

Associate Directors 
Mark Ciesielski, LMSW—

mciesielski@archgh.org 

Administrative Assistant 
(Vacant) 

 

 
OFFICE of AGING 

2403 Holcombe Boulevard   
Houston, Texas 77021 

Office Hours: 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
Phone: 713-741-8712 - Fax: 713-741-8775 

 

Archdiocese of  

Galveston-Houston 

DSF 

Office of Aging  Message 
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Greetings from the SW SENIOR SENATE.  We have taken advantage of meeting by Zoom, 

not as good as meeting in person but we are still sharing. The Northern Senior Senate has  

invited us to join in some of their meetings and we appreciate the invitations.  I made a  

Power Point presentation in November showing my village collection and others shared  

special stories of their Christmas memories. 

Some of our clubs are having in person meetings and some clubs are continuing to have trips.  

Hopefully 2022 will bring our club activities back to full participation.  Thanks to all who have 

participated this year in our meetings and all of the help to make our meetings. 

I hope all are doing well and staying safe.  Merry Christmas to all. 

Gayle Naar 

CHRIST THE GOOD SHEPHERD, Spring 55+ 
December allowed us time to reflect on the year, count our Blessings, and prepare for the 
New Year. In thanksgiving for a successful fall festival and 55+ Bake Sale. Thank you CGS  
community ! Our scheduled game days continue.    Our Advent Party  brought out  a good 
portion of our 55+ community to celebrate and enjoy the Klein High School ensemble. Our 
last trip of the year was to the Owen Theater in Conroe for ‘The Christmas Story “.  May God 
continue to guide us in the New Year  with Faith and Hope!   
 
Helen Moorman 

ST. MONICA, Silver Steppers 

 We thank God for successful meetings each month on the phone or in person, which 

we try to have every month.  Member Josephine Ned brought to us information she received 

from the Northern Chapter meeting which was vary informative to us seniors.  We talked 

about ordering shirts with our logo on it.  Also our officers will be installed in January.  Fun 

fact, a group of our members went on a bus trip to Galveston. They left from the church 

around 4:30pm. A wonderful dinner was had by all at Willie G's restaurant.  From there they 

continued on to Moody Gardens to see the Christmas Lights.   Social distancing was practiced 

the entire time on their trip.  There was a lot of laughing and talking and having a wonderful 

evening.  We continue to pray for our sick and shut-ins for their peace and well being and for 

us all.  May God Bless us all and hope your Christmas and New Year be safe.  

Thank you and God Bless! 

June Boutte 



4 

OUR LADY OF THE ASSUMPTION , Harvest Years 

After nearly two years of inactivity, The Harvest Years met on November 21 for the traditional 

Memorial/Thanksgiving catered luncheon.  Since our last memorial service, seven deceased 

members were especially honored.  Namely Verna Wagner 12/10/19; Elizabeth Cuccerre 

01/18/20; Cleo Syzdek 08/04/20; Frank York 08/25/20; Judy Hager 09/11/20; Victoria Kubiak 

07/29/21; Margaret Kopczynski 08/24/21; and Rose M. Holubec 10/29/21. A traditional ca-

tered Thanksgiving luncheon (boxed) was enjoyed by the surviving families and members.   

Due to Covid restrictions and limited income due to no Bake Sales for two years, our grand 

Christmas Party has been modified to meeting at Luby’s on Sunday, December 19th for lunch 

and a Christmas White Elephant fun gift swap.   

Wishing you all a joyous Christmas and a New Year filled with Peace, Good Health, and Happiness! 

Trudy  Witzkoske 

ST. MAXIMILIAN KOLBE,  Kolbe Seniors 

SEASON’S GREETINGS TO ALL!   

We are back to our regular meetings.  We continue to enjoy lunch catered by Luby’s. 

September:  Our trip to the Astros’ game was an exciting & enjoyable trip.  Especially when 

the Astros win. 

October:  Trip to Roundtop Trading Days was enjoyed by all especially those looking for a 

good bargain.  Trip to the  Funeral Museum is always interesting and informative. 

November:  Our Club held a Baby Shower for one of former employees.  It was amazing!  

The trip to Hemi Hideout was an  amazing and out of the ordinary museum enjoyed by  

everyone. December:  We are looking forward to Christmas Lights trip. 

Seniors:  We have so much to be thankful for:   For family / for friends / for Church.   

May God continue to Bless us with his Goodness and Mercy. 

MERRY CHRISTMAS & HAPPY NEW YEAR ! ! ! 

 Elva Adame 

ST CATHERINE OF SIENA,  Club 55+  

The club is still not meeting due to the Pandemic. We have hope that we will be able to do so 

again  in early 2022. 

Bob Mitchell  
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ST.HELEN, PEARLAND, Super Seniors 
 
It is such a wonderful time of the year, and the Seniors are going to enjoy it. We have looked 
forward with anticipation for this luncheon for so long and it is here. On December 9th, we 
met at the Monument Inn Restaurant for the most delicious lunch. Seventy members were 
present and all of them had an amazing time. YEA!!! After a long year of not being able to 
meet, we will continue our meetings in January. Hopefully, 2022 will be a healthy year for  
everyone. Please get your Covid and Flu shots, wear your mask, and be careful. God Bless and 
stay safe.  
 
Ginger Shea 

ST. IGNATIUS OF LOYOLA, SPRING, Senior Friends 

Senior Friends attended an afternoon matinee at the Creighton Theatre to see a wonderful 

performance of “Steel Magnolias”, followed by dinner at Joe’s Italian Restaurant. Our next day 

trip was to a favorite destination, the “Painted Churches” in Schulenburg.  The beauty of the 

craftsmanship inside the churches always amazes.  Our next trip will be to see the Zoo 

Lights!.   

We had a representative from Paradise Spring Senior Living facility and answered members’ 

questions.  They also provided delicious chicken sandwiches for the luncheon.   

 

Our Thanksgiving gathering, catered by Kroger, was a success. Our Christmas Dinner will be 

catered once again by Kroger.  We look forward to celebrating the Season together. Senior 

Friends donated $300 to the “Christmas Angels 2021”. We are fortunate to have Andrew  

Salyer, Director of Music at St. Ignatius Loyola , who will provide a Christmas program for us.  

Wishing all Seniors a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!  

Sarah Doyle 
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CAREGIVER CORNER    

For families looking for caregiving support for loved ones with dementia. The 

Office of Aging has a continuing partnership with the following community 

organizations who each provides excellent care and services for families and 

congregations with loved ones with dementia. Parish clubs may also contact 

them to provide educational speakers on a variety of memory care topics. 

 

New for 2022 !!! 

• CAREPARTNERS TEXAS will assume operations of the BakerRipley Dementia 

Day Center in January. This will serve as the only day program in the Houston re-

gion for persons with moderate-late dementia. CarePartners also provides a num-

ber of parish-based respite care programs to enable caregivers to have a break 

and leave their loved ones with mild-moderate dementia for a few hours. They  

also provide support groups for caregivers and public educational conference on 

dementia care.  

Website: https://carepartnerstexas.org/    

Phone:   713-682-5995 

 

• AMAZING PLACE is the only day center in the Houston region for persons with 

mild-moderate dementia. They also provide a wide variety of educational and 

support services for caregivers and congregations. They have received a grant 

which will enable them to expand their educational and support services later this 

year to Spanish speaking communities in various parishes.      

Website: https://www.amazingplacehouston.org/   

Phone:   713-552-0420  

  

• THE ALZHEIMERS ASSOCIATION is another local resource which provides 

memory care education and caregiving support.  

Their 24/7 helpline: 1 (800) 272-3900 

 For memory care education, contact Sabrina Strawn at 713-314-1332  

https://www.alz.org/help-support/resources/helpline

