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A Shepherd’s Message

By Daniel Cardinal DiNardo

Publishing since 1964
(USPS 936-480)

At John 3:16, the holy Evangelist writes: “Yes, this is
how God loved the world: He gave His only Son.” It means
that God’s love is without end or limit; it is measureless.
Holy Week celebrates this word-phrase as a mystical and
genuinely true reality. The Word was made Flesh and dwelt
among us, but He went further and gave Himself up to
death. He was given to us and for us so that the reality of
love and salvation might be realized in our everyday lives,
in our everyday midst, in our everyday world.
The human mind, the world, the very cosmos cannot
fathom the depth and the breadth of this reality and love.
For this reason, God chose for His Son the folly of the
Cross, the inverse of acceptable reason, to prove the divine
wisdom of His Love. God allowed Jesus, who accepted this
work, to become a fool, a charlatan, a “false prophet” to
make us startled. He was despised and rejected so that we
might be accepted by the Lord.
This year, we read the Passion of our Lord according to
St. Mark. That Gospel spells out the growing isolation and
desolation of Jesus, step by step from the Last Supper to His
El Cardenal Daniel DiNardo
Death on the Cross. In response to Jesus’ final words of “My
comparte su columna en línea en
español. Visite www.archgh.org
God, My God, why have you forsaken me?” — the Father
para leer su artículo en línea.
replies by tearing the Veil of the Temple in Jerusalem in two
from top to bottom, the very symbol of divine presence.
Divine Presence has been transferred to the broken Body
of His Son on the Cross. A pagan centurion, not a natural believer, utters in astonishment:
“Truly This was the Son of God.” Divine wisdom is revealed in all its glory by folly and shame.
Whenever we are preoccupied with our own or others’ suffering and isolation, as we must
be at times, whenever we are preoccupied with being misunderstood or offended, as surely
must and will happen, let us place all these realities in the folly of the Cross, and they will be
illuminated greatly. We will be in the first glory of divine wisdom and the joy of the Resurrection.
A Blessed Easter to all, especially to those still suffering from or in anxiety over COVID-19. †
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FOR FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS: Let us pray for those who risk their lives while fighting for
fundamental rights under dictatorships, authoritarian regimes and even in democracies in crisis,
that they may see their sacrifice and their work bear abundant fruit.
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THE FIRST WORD
IN BRIEF
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A frescoe painting of the Coronation of
Mary at Trinità dei Monti Church in Rome.

DSF annual appeal to support
Archdiocesan ministries continues
HOUSTON — This year, the theme of the annual
Diocesan Services Fund (DSF) appeal is “Walk in the Light
of Christ.” The annual campaign to support more than 60
Archdiocese-wide ministries is under way and the local
Church is asking parishioners to continue their generous
giving to DSF.
The fund supports a variety of ministries, such as
those forming youth in Catholic faith; providing support
and preparation for clergy; teaching, evangelizing,
worshipping, and outreach to the incarcerated, aging,
poor and sick; and programming to strengthen Christian
families, among many others. A full list of the ministries
supported can be found at www.archgh.org/dsf. The
Archdiocese counts on DSF funds to help meet the needs
of people struggling throughout our region.
To pledge online, visit www.archgh.org/dsf. For more
information about DSF and the ministries it supports, call
713-652-4417. †

Food assistance distributions continue

REGINA COELI
The Church’s Easter Prayer

Queen of heaven, rejoice, alleluia.
The Son whom you merited to bear, alleluia,
has risen as he said, alleluia.
Pray for us to God, alleluia.
Rejoice and be glad, O Virgin Mary, alleluia!
For the Lord has truly risen, alleluia.
Let us pray:
O God, who through the resurrection of your Son,
our Lord Jesus Christ, did vouchsafe to give joy to the
world; grant, we beseech you, that through his Mother,
the Virgin Mary, we may obtain the joys of everlasting
life. Through the same Christ our Lord. Amen.

S

HOUSTON — Catholic Charities of the Archdiocese of
Galveston-Houston continues to offer food assistance
with drive-through distribution at three locations: the
Guadalupe Center in Houston, appointments required;
Mamie George Community Center (MGCC) in Richmond,
appointments required; and Beacon of Hope in Galveston,
a Galveston County super distribution site.
In Galveston, distribution is on the second and fourth
Wednesday of each month. The next distributions are on
March 24 and April 10, starting at 9 a.m. No
appointments required. Call 409-762-2064 for more
information.
In Fort Bend, The MGCC is a Houston Food Bank super
distribution site, and appointments are required.
Distributions are on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 9 a.m.
to 12 p.m. For assistance, call 281-202-6289. Monthly
food fairs have also resumed, with the next fair scheduled
on March 27.
At the Guadalupe Center in Houston, distributions are
by appointment only on Tuesdays and Thursdays.
For addresses, times and to make an appointment,
visit www.catholiccharities.org/food or call 713-874-6521.
The University of St. Thomas also hosts food
distributions. Open to the community and not limited to
UST students, the distributions will be on campus in the
Link Lee parking lot, located at 3800 Montrose Blvd. from
4 p.m. to 6 p.m. on April 30 and May 28. Contact events@
stthom.edu for more information. †
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FOSTER CARE HELP RISES AT BORDER

The rise of unaccompanied minors crossing the U.S.-Mexico border prompts more people to respond to the call
to help. ▪ SEE PAGE 16

Picturing the Triduum
HOUSTON — With the celebration of
Passion (Palm) Sunday on March 28, the
Church began its annual immersion into
the mysteries of Holy Week.
Christians around the world, from St.
Peter’s Basilica in Rome to local parishes
in the Archdiocese of GalvestonHouston, prepared to follow
the Way of the Cross through
the Passion, the Death and
ultimately the Resurrection
of the Lord.
On March 30, Daniel
Cardinal DiNardo celebrated
the annual Chrism Mass,
where
he
blessed
and
consecrated oils that are
taken by the priests to
their parishes for the celebration of the
Sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation,
Anointing of the Sick and ordination.
This Mass, usually celebrated the Tuesday
before Easter, begins the Easter Triduum
at the Archdiocese.
Holy Week marks the pinnacle of the
Church’s liturgical year, culminating in
the celebration of the Paschal Triduum,
which begins with the Mass of the Lord’s
Supper on Thursday evening and ends
with the celebration of evening prayer on
Easter Sunday, the holiest day of the year.
This holy day is actually the first
of a season of 50 days, celebrating the
Resurrection of Jesus and ending with
His glorious ascension into heaven
and the sending of the Holy Spirit at
Pentecost, which is May 23.
These mysteries are the foundation of
our Christian faith, as Paul recognized: “If

EPIPHANY OF THE LORD CATHOLIC CHURCH - PALM SUNDAY

Christ has not been raised, then empty is
our preaching; empty, too, your faith.” (1
Cor 15:14) Nonetheless, for the Christian,
the glory of Christ’s resurrection is
reachable only through the mystery of
His passion and death, which is the focus
of meditation for Holy Week.
While people can become
Catholic at any time of the year,
the Easter Vigil is a particularly
appropriate moment for adult
catechumens to be baptized
and
for
already-baptized
Christians to be received
into full communion with the
Catholic Church. Parishes
welcome these new Catholics
through the Rite of Christian
Initiation of Adults (RCIA).
By Easter Sunday, the Archdiocese
welcomed 969 elect catechumens and 522
candidates. †

ICONS OF
THE
TRIDUUM

These mysteries are
the foundation of our
Christian faith, as Paul
recognized: “if Christ has
not been raised, then
empty is our preaching;
empty, too, your faith.”

CO-CATHEDRAL OF THE SACRED HEART - CHRISM MASS

Yes, We Do

401(k) & IRA Rollovers!

ST. CHARLES BORROMEO CHURCH - PALM SUNDAY

3.55%*

APY

*Includes Current Yield +
1.65% First Year Additional Interest

For more information call:

Eugene N. Smart, CLU, MBA
(713) 721-8262

*Interest rates are subject to change & vary by plan.
The minimum interest rate guaranteed is 1.00%.
Home Office: San Antonio, Texas

#ASU 11.20

ST. FRANCIS DE SALES SCHOOL - SEDER MEAL

APRIL 13, 2021 • ARCHGH.ORG/TCH

LOCAL

texas catholic herald

ST. THERESA MEMORIAL PARK - EASTER VIGIL

ST. EDWARD CHURCH - EASTER VIGIL

MARY QUEEN CHURCH - GOOD FRIDAY

Join us for a “boot” load of fun under the sun!
Saturday, May 8, 2021 6:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m.

ART

with

ST. IGNATIUS OF LOYOLA CHURCH - HOLY THURSDAY

Rembrandt at the Ranch
Join Honorary Chairs His Eminence Daniel Cardinal DiNardo STL,
Anna Gonzales, and Dr. Kenneth Buckle, along with Event Chairs,
Suzanne and Mark Clevenger for a night of celebration and
philanthropy under the Texas sky at Art with Heart 2021.

George Ranch Historical Park
10215 FM 762 Road
Richmond, TX 77469
Honoring Portrait of Compassion Awardees
Our Lady of Guadalupe Catholic Church
Shelley and Robert Schick
St. Laurence Catholic Church
For sponsorships and tickets, visit sanjoseclinic.org/art-with-heart-2021
or contact Jill Reese at jillreese@sanjoseclinic.org or 713-490-2620.
San Jose Clinic is a 501 (c) (3) non-proﬁt organization, a ministry
of the Archdiocese of Galveston-Houston, a Texas Medical Center
member institution, and a United Way agency.

ST. LUKE THE EVANGELIST CHURCH - GOOD FRIDAY
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A message of Divine Mercy for all
BY JAMES RAMOS
Texas Catholic Herald

PHOTO COURTESY OF
ST. JOHN PAUL II NATIONAL SHRINE

GALVESTON — It was nothing short
of a miracle. When Joyce Ann Daniel
was finally able to cross the Galveston
Causeway bridge onto Galveston Island
after evacuating for Hurricane Ike, she
found wreckage. Like all across the
island, which saw more than five feet of
storm surge, Ike destroyed thousands of
homes and displaced many.
But surrounded by such devastation,
Daniel found a six-foot tall statue of
Divine Mercy still standing.
Daniel had evacuated with
her family to Austin, following
a bus headed to a shelter to
help other Galvestonians.
“We had evacuated not
knowing what we would
come back to,” Daniel said.
“We didn’t know we had
lost our home; we couldn’t
come back until we heard it
was safe to come back. And
we lost everything. God was good for
us to be able to come back because so
many would not come back to the island
because of finances. But I love my island.”
Installed and dedicated in 2005 as
Mercy Park, located at 5102 Ave. M in
Galveston, the park continues to be an
oasis of prayer on the island. On a busy
corner of Avenue M and 51st Street just
blocks from Broadway Avenue J, Daniel
said people stop to pray and reflect in the
park.
In the wake of Hurricane Katrina, the
park was a hub of relief for New Orleans
evacuees who fled to Galveston. Years

PRAYER GUIDE

The restored version of the 1944 painting of
Divine Mercy by Adolf Hyla after St. Maria
Faustina Kowalska’s death is perhaps the
most recognizeable image of Divine Mercy,
though not the original 1934 painting by
Kazimirowski Eugeniusz given to St. Faustina.

later, the park’s neighborhood would be
slammed by Ike.
Annually the Mercy Park Association
hosts a Divine Mercy Sunday celebration,
with
prayers,
a
procession
and
presentations about the Divine Mercy
message given to St. Maria
Faustina Kowalska, a young
Polish nun.
When Daniel first learned
about the message of Divine
Mercy, she said her life
changed. When she suddenly
lost her mother, Daniel found
peace in praying the Divine
Mercy Chaplet at her mother’s
side when she died.
“The Divine Mercy message is so
inspiring,” Daniel said. “I trust in Jesus.
If we trust in Jesus, we also trust in His
mercy.”
Though the in-person gathering was
cancelled in 2020, faithful were set to
gather at St. Patrick Church of Holy
Family Parish of Galveston and Bolivar
for a Divine Mercy Sunday celebration
on April 11.
St. Faustina Catholic Church in
Fulshear, led by Father Dat Hoang,
pastor, also hosted a weeklong Divine
Mercy celebration. Starting April 5, the
parish hosted daily Adoration, prayers,

How To Pray the Chaplet of
Divine Mercy
Optional Opening Prayers:
You expired, Jesus, but the source of
life gushed forth for souls, and the ocean
of mercy opened up for the whole world.
O Fount of Life, unfathomable Divine
Mercy,envelop the whole world and empty
Yourself out upon us.
(Repeat 3 times) O Blood and Water,
which gushed forth from the Heart of
Jesus as a fountain of Mercy for us, I trust
in You!

LIVING
A LIFE OF
PRAYER

Is your marriage
stressed?
Arguments over petty
incidents, crowded with
other responsibilities.
We all go through these
periods that we need a
breakthrough in our
relationship.
The BreakThrough Online
course is for marriages
under stress and can be
done as an individual.
Visit:
archgh.org/familylife

confessions and Masses, alongside
a family worship night. The event
culminated in an all-night Eucharistic
Adoration vigil, that concluded with a
multi-lingual Divine Mercy Chaplet and
Adoration on April 11.
Divine Mercy Sunday, formally
instituted by St. John Paul II on April
30, 2000 during the canonization of St.
Faustina, is always the second Sunday
of Easter. Like other popes, St. John Paul
II was a major promoter of the message
of Divine Mercy, often called an “apostle”
of Divine Mercy. He died on the eve of
Divine Mercy Sunday in 2005.
Perhaps the most famous devotion
of Divine Mercy, aside from the related
Chaplet of Divine Mercy, is the image of
Divine Mercy.
According to the U.S. bishops, in 1931,
Jesus appeared to St. Faustina in a vision,
with His right hand raised in a blessing
and His left touching his garment above
his heart. St. Faustina recorded these
visions in her diary.
Red and white rays emanate from His
heart, symbolizing the blood and water
that was poured out for the salvation and
the sanctification of the faithful.
The Lord requested that “Jesus, I trust
in You” be inscribed under His image.
Jesus asked that His image be painted
and venerated throughout the world: “I
promise that the soul that will venerate
this image will not perish” (Diary, no. 48)
and “By means of this image I will grant
many graces to souls” (Diary, no. 742).
The Chaplet was also given to St.
Faustina with this promise: “Encourage
souls to say the chaplet which I have
given you” (Diary, no. 1541). “Whoever
will recite it will receive great mercy at
the hour of death. I desire that the whole
world know My infinite mercy” (Diary,
no. 687).
Jesus also gave St. Faustina nine
intentions for which to pray the Chaplet
beginning on Good Friday and ending
on the Saturday before Divine Mercy
Sunday, which today is known as the
Divine Mercy Novena.
On the island, the statue of Divine
Mercy still stands as a message of hope to
anyone visiting. Daniel said it was God’s
will for the park to come to fruition.
“I just felt that God was in the plan
there. It was like a miracle.” †
Editor’s Note: Living a Life of Prayer
continues a series that explores the
deeper meaning, context and history of
some of the Church’s greatest treasures:
its prayers.

USING A ROSARY PRAY...
Start with: Our Father, Hail Mary and the
Apostle’s Creed
For each of the five decades, on each
“Our Father” bead of the rosary, pray:
Eternal Father, I offer you the Body
and Blood, Soul and Divinity of Your
Dearly Beloved Son, Our Lord, Jesus
Christ, in atonement for our sins and
those of the whole world.
On each of the 10 “Hail Mary” beads,
pray:
For the sake of His sorrowful Passion,
have mercy on us and on the whole
world.
Concluding prayer (Repeat 3 times)
Holy God, Holy Mighty One, Holy
Immortal One, have mercy on us and
on the whole world.
Optional Closing Prayer
Eternal God, in whom mercy is
endless and the treasury of compassion
inexhaustible, look kindly upon us and
increase Your mercy in us, that in difficult
moments we might not despair nor
become despondent, but with great
confidence submit ourselves to Your holy
will, which is Love and Mercy itself.

PHOTO BY DIVINE MERCY PARK
ASSOCIATION OF GALVESTON

A six-foot statue of Divine Mercy is seen at Mercy
Park in Galveston, located at 5102 Avenue M.
The statue withstood the torrential storm surge of
Hurricane Ike.
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Shot of hope: Parishes host vaccines drives for underserved groups
HOUSTON — To reach underserved
populations, parishes in the Archdiocese
have been hosting clinics to vaccinate
people against COVID-19. In partnership
with Spring Branch Community Health
Center (SBCHC), St. Jerome Catholic
Church in Spring Branch hosted two
drive-thru vaccinations in March.
For Marlén Trujillo, SBCHC’s chief
executive officer, the vaccine clinic was a
homecoming that made sense.
A lifelong Catholic, Trujillo has been
a parishioner at St. Jerome since she
was five. Inspired by her faith to care
for others like herself, she’s motivated
to work alongside her healthcare staff to
fight the pandemic.
Monsignor Dan Scheel, pastor of St.
Jerome, was open to hosting the drive,
considering many of its parishioners
are the demographic Trujillo seeks to
serve. Parish leaders helped start the
partnership with SBCHC when they
learned nearby pregnant women were
going to the ER because they had no
prenatal care.
Trujillo said the Spring Branch area
is a large population that has limited
resources for healthcare services. Even
with three clinics in the region, getting
out into the community, outside of clinics
and medical facilities, makes the vaccine
even more accessible and flexible to
serve those in need.
Trujillo said the most challenging part
of vaccination efforts is making sure
the right information is being shared,
especially for the Hispanic and Latino

PHOTO BY JAMES
RAMOS/HERALD

Spring Branch
Community Health
Center nursing
staff administer
a COVID-19
vaccine dose
during a drive-thru
vaccination clinic
at St. Jerome
Catholic Church
in Houston March
25. The center
is collaborating
with parishes to
reach underserved
populations.

communities.
“We want to remove any hesitancy or
fear with getting vaccinated,” she said.
“It’s taken us more work than we thought
to educate the communities about the
benefits of being vaccinated.”
According to a March 31 Kaiser
Family Foundation report, there is a
consistent pattern across states of Black
and Hispanic people receiving smaller
shares of vaccinations compared to their
shares of cases and deaths and compared
to their shares of the total population.
The Spring Branch population is also
diverse, with large non-English speaking
communities, including a sizeable
Korean community. With fake news and
misinformation, non-English information
about the vaccine isn’t always shared.
The clinic worked with Houston’s

Korean Community Center to translate
for Korean speakers, including those
attending St. Andrew Kim Catholic
Church. The SBCHC also joined Harris
County’s effort to ensure an equitable
distribution of the vaccine.
“The fastest and fairest way for
Hwarris County to emerge from this
crisis is by ensuring that everyone does
their part to make sure everyone has
access to lifesaving COVID-19 vaccines,”
said Harris County Judge Lina Hidalgo.
“It’s not a mystery to anyone which
populations and parts of our county have
been hit hardest by this pandemic.”
Trujillo also said that even with
Houston’s major hub of “great hospital
systems” in the Texas Medical Center
and throughout the region, the process
of accessing registration has been “very

Entrust Your
Long-Term & Retirement
Savings to Us
OPEN AN IRA OR A TAX-DEFERRED ANNUITY
OR ROLLOVER YOUR 401 (k)

challenging” for many populations, since
the process requires consistent access
to technology, like working phones and
internet services. At their vaccine clinics,
the SBCHC uses paper registration forms
to make registration more familiar and
easier for older populations. This helps
more vulnerable populations register for
the vaccine and receive it where they can
access it, close to their homes.
Sister Maureen O’Connell, OP, director
for the Secretariat of Social Concerns,
said essential workers — many who are
low-income populations — see a cost
when it comes to getting vaccinated. If
they take a day off work, it results in lost
wages, if they even have wages.
“So many people have had income
diminished because of the pandemic,”
she said. “It makes sense that we want
to have as many people vaccinate. It will
cut down on wage loss, work loss and
kids not being able to go to school. It’s a
domino effect — at the top or the bottom,
the dominoes will fall.”
Of the parishes hosting vaccine clinics,
Sister O’Connell said the effort goes back
to caring for one another.
“Am I my brother’s keeper, my sister’s
keeper? My responsibility for the other
leads to this idea of being vaccinated and
increase in equitable access to vaccines,”
she said. “What was the message Jesus
gave to us? That we care for one another.”
For more information about vaccines
in Harris County, visit www.publichealth.
harriscountytx.gov. For more information
about the SBCHC, visit www.sbchc.net. †
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Proclaiming the Gospel message of hope,
comfort to the faithful during COVID-19
BY KERRY MCGUIRE
Herald Correspondent

STAY CONNECTED WITH THE ARCHDIOCESE

HOUSTON — During the COVID-19
pandemic in 2020, Catholics worldwide
came to rely on a variety of online
resources to keep in touch with their
dioceses and parish communities.
Not only were they seeking timely
and important information about the
Church, but also a glimpse of hope
and comfort in the midst of so much
uncertainty.
This “new normal” created by the
pandemic has been an important
reminder to the Office of Communications
of the Archdiocese that frequent
communication with the 1.7 million
Catholics living in Galveston-Houston is
a top priority, especially during a crisis.
“The pandemic has certainly created
logistical challenges for our office, but
we continue to utilize and expand upon
our communication channels, mainly
the Texas Catholic Herald, weekly
advisory to parishes, website and social
media,” said Jonah Dycus, director of
the Office of Communications. “Some
of the expectations of our office may
have evolved in this new normal, but
our mission has not changed: To provide
news and feature content to inspire and
keep the people of the Archdiocese well
informed.”

Through the Office of Communications, Catholics in the Archdiocese can stay connected
to the latest news and updates about the Archdiocese of Galveston-Houston and beyond.
• Archdiocesan Website: www.archgh.org
• The Texas Catholic Herald: www.archgh.org/tch
• The Digest Newsletter: www.archgh.org/tchdigest
• Various social media outlets
• Podcasts and Radio Ministry
During the pandemic, Dycus said
Daniel Cardinal DiNardo made it a
priority to continuously reach out to
the faithful with messages of hope and
encouragement. One resulting project
included the creation of a daily video
reflection series given by Archdiocesan
priests called “Messages of Hope,” which
were posted on www.archgh.org and
shared on social media throughout last
year.
Dycus
said
the
Office
of
Communications
continues
to
explore new ways to maximize online
communication tools to reach greater
audiences, while seeking additional
collaboration opportunities with other
Archdiocesan offices, ministries and
media outlets to accomplish their
communication goals.
For example, Dycus said the office
collaborated with the local KPRC news

The Archdiocese of
Galveston-Houston

Full job descriptions for each
position are available online:
www.archgh.org/employment
Downtown Chancery | 1700 San Jacinto | Houston, TX 77002

Development
Associate Director
Development Coordinator
Data Entry Specialist
Parish Accounting Services
Staff Accountant
St. Dominic Chancery | 2403 Holcombe Blvd. | Houston, TX 77021

Special Youth Services
Administrative Assistant
Catholic Schools Office
Director of Faith Formation
Young Adult, Pastoral Juvenil & Campus Ministry
Director
Interested candidates may send a cover letter,
with salary requirement, and resume to resume@archgh.org
with the job title on the subject line.
*Submissions that do not include the salary requirement
will not be moved forward for consideration.

station to televise a Christmas Day Mass
celebrated by Cardinal DiNardo at the
Co-Cathedral of the Sacred Heart. It also
was livestreamed on the Archdiocesan
website and shared on social media for
greater exposure.
He said the office plans to continue
livestreaming
special
Archdiocesan
Masses and services in the future, as well
as ordinations and important liturgies,
allowing more of the faithful access to
these events.
Dycus said a survey conducted by his
office last spring provided a roadmap for
many of the office’s most recent projects,
including the Digest newsletter and an
online viewer for the print version of
Texas Catholic Herald that were launched
last summer.
“Besides going out to the current
65,000-plus print subscribers, the Digest is
available to anyone interested in keeping
up with the news of the Archdiocese via
email,” said Dycus. “We also send out
special announcements or updates via
the Digest that are not included in the
print Herald.”
He said the online viewer allows the
pages of the print Herald to be accessed
by all via the web site. Readers can view
each page on devices of their choice,
click on links and use search and share
features.
Dycus said, in recent months, the
Archdiocese also has been partnering
with the Harris County Public Health in
efforts to keep the public informed about
the pandemic, particularly with updates
on COVID-19 testing and vaccination
centers. The office works to disseminate
that information regularly.
“We also provide weekly updates
directly to parish clergy and staff
through the Chancery Advisory, which
includes announcements from Cardinal

The Office of Communications is
supported by the Diocesan Services
Fund. The 2021 DSF theme draws from
a hope: “Walk in the Light of Christ.”
DSF operates in the Archdiocese of
Galveston-Houston each year to help
the Church carry out the ministries of
teaching and sanctifying. Of the 60plus programs under its umbrella, DSF
brings the needed financial resources
to carry out these ministries.
DiNardo and Archdiocesan offices and
ministries that may be used in parish
bulletins,” said Dycus. “Several parishes
use their website, social media accounts
and messaging software to get this
information out to their parishioners,
which has been important during the
pandemic.”
The Office of Communications is one
of 60 ministries directly supported by the
annual Diocesan Services Fund (DSF).
Dycus said this fund is vital in supporting
the Office of Communications’ efforts
and so many other ministries of the
Archdiocese.
“We are grateful for the support of
those giving, particularly during this
difficult time,” said Dycus. “We strive to
be the best stewards of DSF funds and
prioritize informing and inspiring local
Catholics and those seeking to deepen
their faith life.”
Dycus said that despite the immense
challenges that have come with COVID-19,
the opportunities and triumphs of the
faithful in the Archdiocese have been
equally remarkable.
“Our office often looks to highlight
‘faith in action’ with our coverage, but
particularly during the pandemic, the
spirit and initiative of people in the
Archdiocese have been extraordinary
and truly inspiring for us,” Dycus said. †

HAVE A STORY IDEA?
The Texas Catholic Herald is always looking for new stories!
However, since the TCH staff cannot or cover all of the news in the Archdiocese,
those in the community are a great resource for news stories and tips.
Email story ideas to TCH@ARCHGH.ORG for possible
inclusion in an upcoming issue.
For information on what to submit and issue deadline dates,
visit the website at WWW.ARCHGH.ORG/SUBMISSIONS.

CIRCULATION

Need to change an address?
Have questions about subscriptions or circulation?
Call 713-652-4408 or email RVASQUEZ@ARCHGH.ORG for assistance.
Visit ARCHGH.ORG/TCH for more information.
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Telling and retelling the story: The gift of spiritual direction
SPECIAL TO THE HERALD
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“All of us are called to
participate in God’s
continuing work of
bringing the Kingdom to
fulfillment.”
KATHLEEN MESSINA

DIRECTOR OF THE SPIRITUAL
DIRECTION INSTITUTE AT EMMAUS
SPIRITUALITY CENTER

everything, and together you can arrive
at a sense of how the Holy Spirit is there,
present and moving right in the middle
of it all.
In the telling and retelling of your
story, sometimes you hear a word of
consolation, encouragement, or perhaps
challenge from Jesus and are changed.
Over time, no matter what is going on in
your life, you grow in your capacity to
hear and dwell in Jesus’ greeting of
Peace be with you.”
Spiritual direction relies on those
with a desire to understand God’s place
in their life more fully and those who
have the formation and gift for hearing
those stories and recognizing they are

sacred tales.
Fortunately, there has been a
continuing resurgence of both in recent
years. Many of the parishes in the
Archdiocese offer spiritual direction, as
do retreat houses and the Emmaus
Spirituality Center. The Spiritual
Direction Institute, now located at the
Emmaus Spirituality Center, has been
forming clergy, religious and laypersons
in the ministry of spiritual direction for
over 36 years.
Those who feel they may have a call
to spiritual direction ministry are
encouraged to request more information
or to submit an application for the
2021-2022 school year. Holy Name
Passionist Retreat Center likewise offers
a three-year spiritual direction formation
program for those who are
predominantly Spanish speakers.
All of us are called to participate in
God’s continuing work of bringing the
Kingdom to fulfillment. It is great! May
we be led by His spirit in the telling and
retelling and in the listening of our
stories, in the rebuilding and recreating
of community. As Jesus told those in that
Upper Room and reminds all of us
— You are witnesses of these things. †
Kathleen Messina is the director of the
Spiritual Direction Institute at Emmaus
Spirituality Center.

OFFICE OF VOCATIONS

These past few weeks, it seems people
are increasingly out and about. Not only
that, more than a quick wave or nod is
being shared as we stop to talk for a
minute. It’s great!
Unsurprisingly, the conversations
always include details about how the
pandemic has been experienced. That is
also great because although the topic is
the same, there is a particularity to each
person’s experience. In the telling and
retelling of the story, we learn more
about the person and also ourselves. In
the telling and the retelling of the story,
our hope for a rebuilding of community
is witnessed and nurtured.
The two who returned from Emmaus
to the Upper Room in Jerusalem, and
were there when Jesus suddenly stood in
the midst of all those gathered, already
knew the value of telling and retelling
their story.
We hear about it in the Gospel for the
Third Sunday of Easter. I imagine that
while everyone who was present had all
or some combination of the emotions
recounted — startled, terrified,
disbelieving, incredulous for joy, amazed
— the two from Emmaus could more
easily dwell in Jesus’ greeting of “Peace
be with you.” Jesus had already
accompanied
them in their telling and
2021 DSF office of Vocations .pdf
1
retelling.

The gift of spiritual direction, the gift
of accompaniment in the telling and
retelling of our stories, can make all the
difference in our life too. It can affect
whether we remain startled, terrified
and disbelieving, or able to be full of joy
and amazed, even during a pandemic.
Originating with Jesus, as all
Christian ministry does, spiritual
direction has been present throughout
the history of the Church.
Inspired by the Holy Spirit, it has
responded to the needs of the time in its
form and emphases, yet has always been
rooted in the certainty that the stories of
our life contain within them invitations
for growth in relationship with God and
partnership in proclaiming the Kingdom.
Both Pope Francis and Pope Emeritus
Benedict XVI and many saints and holy
persons have spoken about the
importance of spiritual direction for
those who are serious about their desire
to love God and others and avoid the
temptations to self-delusion that so
easily get in the way of that
commitment.
Just like the conversation that Jesus
had with the two on the road to Emmaus
and so many other conversations He had
during His years of public ministry, a
monthly spiritual direction meeting is
centered on sharing your story.
While experience
in prayer is always
1/11/21
11:35 AM
part of it, the spiritual director listens to

K

The Office of Vocations works with the future of the church.
We accompany young people who are just exploring their relationship
and identity in Jesus, that they’re sons and daughters of the heavenly
father … and we’re trying to help them get to the next step.
FR. RICHARD MCNEILLIE, Vocation Director

Diocesan Services Fund Archdiocese of Galveston-Houston
Please consider a gift to DSF.

archgh.org/dsf
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Thank you for continuing to

SUPPORT YOUR PARISH
St. Joseph,
pray for us!
www.archgh.org/stjoseph

As Catholics, we believe that all we have is a gift from God.
Our response in faith is to offer these gifts back to God
in gratitude. With gifts of prayer, we pray for our nation,
Church and our parishes. With gifts of treasure, we support
our parishes even when we cannot be there in person.

Make a gift to
your parish online at
WWW.ARCHGH.ORG/PARISHOFFERTORY

www.archgh.org/parishoffertory
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High schoolers keep spirit of mission during pandemic
LAUREN WASIELEWSKI
SPECIAL TO THE HERALD
HOUSTON — Since 2011, the Spring
Break Mission Trip to Eagle Pass,
Texas, has been a kind of spiritual rite
of passage for many Houston Catholic
high schoolers. It is a week-long trip
of service and prayer, learning about
others and community building.
For years it has inspired Archdiocesan
high schoolers and invited them into
a deeper relationship with their faith.
In March of 2020, two days before the
10th annual mission, the trip had to be
canceled due to the rapidly spreading
COVID-19.
For 2021, the Spring Break Mission
Trip went ahead as scheduled, only a
little closer to home and with appropriate
safety protocols in place.
Volunteers from Cristo Rey Jesuit
College Preparatory, St. Agnes Academy,
St. Pius X High School, St. Thomas
High School and Strake Jesuit College
Preparatory gave up their holiday to
serve communities in the Houston area
from Sunday, March 14, through Friday,
March 19. The group consisted of eight
school chaperones, 18 students and 13
volunteer project managers. Many of the
project managers are parishioners of St.
John Vianney Church.
Franklyn Ruiz-Gomez, junior at
Cristo Rey Jesuit, said,“I believe God has
a purpose for everything, and I believe
that it was His will for us to give back to
the nearest communities in our city.”
During the mission, the group built
a 90-foot fence at the Maryknoll House
in Rice Village and completed the reshingling of a recently purchased house
adjacent to Cristo Rey Jesuit. At one of
the Magnificat Houses, the group reshingled the roof, replaced the bottom
two feet of siding and painted the
exterior.
John Gabbanelli, junior at Strake
Jesuit College Preparatory, said he had
to challenge himself because this was
his first time doing roofing.
“I overcame my challenges, and I
learned quickly how to tear the old
shingles out, nail the new ones, etc.,”
he said. “I also felt very good after I
completed the roofing job because I
knew that I helped someone out in need.”
The mission’s beloved spiritual
advisor, the late Father Gerald E. Kelly,
MM, wished for each mission to include
cultural immersion, where the volunteers
would be given the opportunity to build
roofs and repair walls and build a
community with those they serve.
Due to the continuing pandemic,
building a community was a little more
challenging since such interactions had
to be limited for safety reasons. And
yet, community was built where and
whenever possible.
Each worksite was assigned one to
two students from each school for the
week, allowing students to make new
friends. And representatives from the
agencies worked alongside the students,
giving a face to those we served.
These mixed groups, including adult
project managers, not only worked
alongside each other but also prayed
together mornings and evenings and

PHOTO COURTESY OF LAUREN WASIELEWSKI

Eighteen juniors from five Archdiocesan high schools volunteered their time to serve communities in the
Houston area from March 14 to 19. One of the projects was to build a 90-foot fence at the Maryknoll
House in Rice Village.

stopped for a socially distanced lunch. To
allow time for conversation and personal
reflection, phones and electronic devices
were not allowed during the workday.
And instead of sleeping in cots or hard
floors, students returned home at the end
of each day and slept in their own beds.
Jake Foster, junior at Strake Jesuit
College Preparatory, said, it was hard
to wake up and drive 40-plus minutes to
and from the site every morning, “but it
helped because it gave me time to reflect
on what I was doing, and how it was
helping people.”
“It means so much to me to be able to
affect people in a truly meaningful way,
as well as hopefully exposing them to
Christ’s love,” he said.
Morning Mass and nightly prayer and
reflections are typical daily parts of the
mission. However, out of concern for
health and safety this year, the mission
restricted large group meetings to a preand post-mission gathering and Mass.
Daily reflections, which are normally
conducted en masse, were instead done
in small groups at the individual project
sites.
Rafael Portillo, junior at St. Pius X
High School, said the mission trip was a
once in a lifetime experience.
“It meant a lot to me because not
only did I meet amazing people, I got to
help those in need,” he said. “I felt closer
with God the whole time I was helping.
With or without COVID-19 it made no
difference; we still were able to help
others and accomplish our goals.”
James Huff, junior at St. Thomas
High School, said, “The mission was
of great importance to me because I
got to reconnect with God through
community and prayer. Getting to
know each individual person that I was
working with allowed me to work on
being gracious, respectful, and reverent
towards God and others.”
It is the hope of the planning
committee to continue the missions
to Eagle Pass in March of 2022. It is a
week-long commitment, but one that can
change lives. In Eagle Pass, the students

and chaperones sleep on the floors at
two different Catholic churches, Sacred
Heart Catholic Church and Our Lady of
Refuge parish.The project managers stay
at the Benedictine Mission House run
by the wonderful Sister Ursula Herrera.
After morning Mass, the group closes
each evening with dinner prepared by
the local Knights of Columbus and a
reflection led by one of the chaperones.
During the day, students go out into the
community and complete a project at the
home of someone in need.
Rosalinda Flores at Mission Border
Hope helps select the projects. The
homeowners work alongside the students
when possible and provide lunch. One
day out of the five, the students will be
pulled from the job site to host Vacation
Bible School, visit Willow Creek Adult
Day Care and learn about immigration
by visiting the border.
For more information, especially
for Houston-area Catholic high school
rising juniors who might be interested in
joining next year, check with the schools’
campus ministers. †

Give Help. Give Hope.
Give Just $20 per Month.

Won’t you please join

Heroes of Hope ?

For just 66 cents a day, you can bring relief to struggling families
in the Greater Houston area. Supporting Catholic Charities
as a Hero of Hope monthly donor is easy and will ensure
that we can continue to help those who are suffering.

Make a monthly gift.

CatholicCharities.org/heroes
2900 Louisiana Street • Houston, Texas 77006
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Eucharistic hope

We are now over a year into the
pandemic that seems to never end. The
year 2020 and the 2021 extended edition
have been a source of suffering as we
have been challenged to have hope in
the midst of suffering, sickness, death,
job loss, injustice, political upheaval,
division and a winter storm. Each person
and every household has encountered
the cross in a magnified way that we all
long for relief in varying ways. With the
Psalmist, we have all cried out: “How
long, O Lord? Will you forget me
forever?” (Ps. 13:1). Our Lord’s enduring
presence in the Holy Eucharist reminds
us that we have not been abandoned.
A poor farmer was asked by St. John
Vianney what he did as he spent each
day after Mass with our Lord in the
Eucharist. His response was: “I look at
him, and he looks at me” (cf. CCC, 2715).
Such a simple response from a humble,
hard-working peasant offers us a reason
to hope, especially during difficult times.
As Emmanuel, God with us, Jesus
continues to abide with us in the gift of
the Eucharist.
The pandemic pulled back the curtain
further on a great mental health crisis.
During the month of June 2020, the CDC
reported that based upon a populationbased survey of 5,000 Americans, 25% of
young adults (ages 18 to 24) seriously
contemplated suicide. Social isolation
has led to an increase in the various
“deaths of despair” (Anne Case and
Angus Deaton) because people have lost
hope. People turn to alcohol, drugs,
work, pornography, etc., to fill up the
vacuum opened up by despair. The
Psychiatrist Dr. Aaron Kheriaty
describes the impact of hope upon our
lives:
“Hope cannot be delivered by a
medical prescription. Yet, we know it is
essential for mental health. Hope allows
us to live today, here, now, even as it
orients us toward the future. Those who
survived the Nazi concentration camps
later recalled that death camp prisoners
knew whenever a fellow prisoner had
abandoned the last vestiges of hope. The
despair could be seen in his eyes and
countenance, in the very way that he
carried himself. In time, the prisoners
developed a name for such people: ‘the
walking dead.’ Before long, the person
who had lost hope would stop eating or
drinking, would come down with a
terminal infection, or would straggle and
be shot. We cannot live without hope.”
Hope has a name and a face: Jesus
Christ in the Holy Eucharist. We need
communion in the midst of an isolating

culture that drives us to live “alone
together” (Sherry Tuckle). People should
be reminded of the gift of friendship and
presence offered to them by Our Lord in
the Holy Eucharist. Now more than ever,
we must call all our anxieties upon
Christ who cares for us (cf. 1 Peter 5:7).
In his letter to the Romans, St. Paul
writes, “Hope does not disappoint us”
(5:5). This is true for us to the extent that
we remember that hope is present with
and for us in the Blessed Sacrament. Our
lives must become extensions of the
Liturgies that we have participated in so
that others may come to know His love
through our witness, our kindness and
our mercy.
St. Teresa of Kolkata, St. Vincent de
Paul, St. Damien of Molokai, St.
Katherine Drexel and the countless
witnesses of saints have demonstrated
that our love for Christ in the Eucharist
opens us up to charity towards those in
need. Our encounter with Christ in the
Eucharist enables us to become a
concrete witness to hope through our
charitable love for neighbor.
The vaccine for the division and
loneliness is the presence of Christians
who have truly become like Christ,
whom they have encountered in the
Eucharist. This can only take place if we
first place more of our hope in our
Eucharistic Lord by spending more time
with Him in daily Mass, frequent
spiritual communions, visits and holy
hours. The more we look at Him and our
Lord, in turn, looks at us, the more we
may become like Him, and we can share
with others a reason for our hope (cf. 1
Peter 3:15). †
Roland Millare is the theology department chair at the Aquinas House at St.
John XXIII College Preparatory.
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Hope: The vaccine for our spirit
Alleluia! What must come has finally
arrived. Since the COVID-19 outbreak,
people from all corners of the world, in
solidarity, have come together in prayer
with hope for a cure to the coronavirus.
Thanks and praise be to God for the
medical researchers’ diligent works and
efforts! At last, the big relief has arrived
— the vaccine — it is definitely the hope
for our time.
Many of us have probably received
the vaccine dose(s) by now, which means
we are a step closer to normalcy. What a
great joy it is to see such progress!
Indeed, living the year 2020 in fervent
prayer and enduring hope is not in vain.
Just as the vaccine is vital to our body,
so is hope to our spirit, for hope is the
spiritual vaccine for our soul.
“…God has given you a vaccine —
hope — to protect you from the virus of
depression and disappointment...”You
probably have heard this assurance last
month on March 5 as Pope Francis was
walking toward Our Lady of Salvation
Church in Baghdad for a meeting with
priests and religious.

He caught sight of a
group of people with
disabilities sitting
outside the church. He
blessed them and
lovingly said to them,
“Suffering and
challenges are parts of
human life. Do not let
by
yourself be infected by
SISTER
the viruses of
MARIA
depression and
GORETTI
disappointment, which
THUY
are prevalently
NGUYEN, OP spreading around you.
God has given you a
vaccine, which is hope,
to protect you from
those viruses. This
special, spiritual vaccine
is the outcome of your enduring prayer
and being faithful to the apostolic
works.”Wow, this is such great news!
We may be overwhelmed by life
circumstances, but if we learned to place
our hope in God and His words, we are
spiritually vaccinated to fight against all

†

kinds of negativity and setbacks.
Although vaccines, medicines,
treatments and professionals are good,
and we are grateful for them, our hope
in God is still first and foremost. This
hope is the spiritual vaccine, which
protects us from all sorts of spiritual
diseases.
Let the words of God give us
confidence in enduring hope: “I will
never leave you; I will never abandon
you” (Hebrews 13:5); “Affliction produces
endurance, and endurance, proven
character, and proven character, hope,
and hope does not disappoint” (Romans
5:3-5); “Those who hope in Me will not be
disappointed” (Isaiah 49:23b).
When we place our hope in God, it
does not mean we will not face
difficulties, but our spirit is strengthened
to fight against all types of physical and
spiritual sickness.
Ultimately, trusting in God’s unending
love and protection gives rise to
enduring hope, even when life seems
harsh.
Hope means we must trust God at all

times through fervent prayers and
patiently wait for what is still unseen.
This is the key to the spiritual vaccine –
hope – which saves us, as St. Paul
affirms: “For in this hope we were saved.
But hope that is seen is no hope at all.
Who hopes for what they have already
seen?” (Romans 8:24-25).
We may have negative circumstances,
but we are not worried because we know
that God is fighting for our battles. In
other words, the vaccine of hope will
carry us through thick and thin.
Once we start living our lives
believing that God is leading our faith
journey to greener pastures (Psalm 23)
of love and hope, we will begin to wake
up every morning full of hope and new
excitement, for we know that, “if God is
for us, who can be against us?” (Romans
8:31). So, “Pray, hope, and do not worry”
(St. Padre Pio). †
Sister Maria Goretti Thuy Nguyen, OP,
is an associate director with the Office of
Evangelization and Catechesis.

Empty is a good thing
How often do we relate the word
“empty” to something negative? Empty
wallet? Empty bank account? What
about an empty gas tank?
It can be as great as the emptiness
felt enduring the loss of a loved one or
as small as the feeling you get when you
take a sip of your coffee and realize
your cup is now empty. Yet, while
emptiness may be perceived as a
negative thing, emptiness is a powerful
and positive part of our faith.
The empty tomb might be the first
thing we think about. It served as a
symbol of Jesus’s victory over sin and
death. However, prior to this, we find the
power of emptiness through Jesus’s
humility in seeking to fulfill the Father’s
plan for salvation.
In order for His mission to be
completed, Jesus emptied Himself to
fully allow the Father’s will to be done.
This attitude is expressed so well when
Jesus knelt in prayer at the Mount of
Olives, saying, “Father, if you are willing,
take this cup away from me; still, not my
will but yours be done.” (Luke 22:42)
Just as emptiness played a role in
Christ’s ministry and mission, so too
does it play a role in our lives and in our
call to fulfill the mission of Christ. As we
learn to empty ourselves of worldly
distractions that hinder God’s will from
being fulfilled in us, we can then offer
our complete self to God, experiencing a
resurrection moment and a new life in
Christ. And so, we look back to our

Lenten season and recall
the three pillars of
prayer, fasting and
almsgiving, which call
us to seek God in prayer,
relinquish our
attachment to material
things by fasting, and
thus become more
by
charitable through
DEACON
almsgiving.
FERNANDO
Pillars that call us to
GARCIA
emptiness so that,
through word and deed,
we live out the prayer,
“not my will but Yours be
done.” By doing so, we
can live outside of
ourselves and better fulfill Christ’s
mission to love God and neighbor.
Personally, as a pastoral minister of
one of over 60 DSF funded programs, I
see a great opportunity to fulfill Christ’s
mission. The ministry of Special Youth
Services (SYS) provides a variety of
services to youth ages 10 to 17 detained
in juvenile justice centers and facilities
throughout several counties within our
local Archdiocese.
Working with youths in these
facilities, we are challenged to love and
serve unconditionally by emptying
ourselves of any preconceived notions,
any stereotypes, any personal agendas
and simply say, “Not my will be done, but
Yours.”
It is so easy to get caught up in the

†

routine of our daily lives, but SYS — like
other DSF programs — offers a way to
empty ourselves and help serve others in
a way that allows them to feel the 
love of
Christ. As we continue in the celebration
     
of the Easter season, may we strive for a

continual attitude of prayer, fasting
and
almsgiving, willing to run on empty 
so
 
that we may instead be filled daily with

the will of the Father in our journey to
     
fulfill the mission of Christ. †

Do you have a Loved One
in Jail or Prison?

Let us
help you.

Correctional Ministries

Deacon Fernando Garcia is a pastoral
minister with the Special Youth Services
ministry.

Archdiocesan Office
713-741-8732

archgh.org/correctionalministries

New Hospital Indemnity Policy, HI-2019

A no deductible hospital, outpatient and preventive care policy. No lifetime maximum, up to
$250,000 per sickness or injury.
First day confinement $3,750 or $4,750 ICU. Second day and beyond $2,500 or $3,450 ICU.
Pays 200% of Medicare fee schedule for surgical benefits. Home recuperation benefit of $200/
day for 75 days. Includes: Doctors office visits, tests, ER, ambulance and drug card.
An individual age 50 to 64 can buy this HI policy for $281 a month.

Underwritten by A+ rated Better Business Bureau, Southwest Service Life, serving Texans, Since 1962.

Medicare Supplement

Issue age supplements can save you money over the life of the policy. A married female,
age 68 pays $119.02 monthly, for an issue-age Plan G supplement.
Underwritten by Old Surety Life Insurance Company, Since 1934.

George Keller & Associates, PLLC
Serving Texans, Since 1983

281-460-5698 or 936-597-6969
74 Naples Lane, Montgomery TX, 77356

SUNDAY MASS READINGS
APRIL 18

First Reading: Acts 10:13-15, 17-19

Responsorial Psalm: Ps 4:2, 4, 7-9

Second Reading: 1 Jn 2:1-5

Gospel: Lk 24:35-48

APRIL 25

First Reading: Acts 4:8-12

Responsorial Psalm: Ps 118:1, 8-9, 21-23, 26, 28-29

Second Reading: 1 Jn 3:1-2

Gospel: Jn 10:11-18
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Let all corners of the earth be glad
Every year at the Easter Vigil, we hear
the great prayer of the Easter
Proclamation, commonly called the
Exsultet, in which the Church recalls the
long story of salvation.
We are reminded that our celebration
of the resurrection of Jesus Christ is the
fulfillment of the promise that God first
made to the Jewish people. We recall the
story of the first Passover when God led
the Israelites out of slavery. And then we
hear how Christ has conquered sin and
death once and for all. After our Lenten
journey, it is the moment when we
celebrate “our mighty King’s triumph!”
When I hear the Exsultet, I am often
struck by a different line each time. This
year, I heard anew the line, “let all
corners of the earth be glad, knowing an
end to gloom and darkness.”
This is the second Easter that we have
celebrated under the cloud of COVID-19.
There have been times of severe gloom
over the past 13 months as sickness,

depression,
unemployment and
isolation have gripped
our world. We have
known great darkness
with nearly 3 million
people dead. At times
during this pandemic, it
may have seemed like
by
we would never be free
CHRIS
from its grip.
LABADIE
Yet, how many times
have we thought the
same thing about some
sin that seemed to have
control over our lives?
Just as we are reminded time and again
that Jesus has won the victory over sin,
we must take solace in the hope that
there will be a victory over this
pandemic.
As we enter into this Easter season,
we are beginning to see signs of hope.
Doses of the vaccines are being rolled

†

out at ever greater speeds, appointment
slots are filling and waiting lists are
getting smaller.
We have begun to see a rollback of
restrictions as more people receive their
shots, and we are now able, in limited
circumstances, to gather once again
without masks. “Let all corners of the
earth be glad,” we were told at the Easter
Vigil. The gloom and darkness of the
pandemic have begun to lift — life is
slowly returning to some semblance of
pre-COVID normalcy.
Our “resurrection” from this extended
Lent of the pandemic should be a time
for us to reevaluate our commitment to
the Christian life.
The Exsultet tells us, “This is the
night, when Christ broke the prison-bars
of death and rose victorious from the
underworld.”
As we begin to break free from the
pandemic and rise to a new reality, what
will we do differently? How will we treat

those around us differently? How will
we approach our prayer life differently?
When Christ rose from the dead and
appeared to His disciples, it changed
them forever.
They could not continue on in the
same way that they had done before
because they had experienced a change
in their reality — death no longer had
the final word. We have experienced a
change in our reality these past months,
the reality of how we live and work and
worship.
But this pandemic does not have the
final word. May we work together to find
the new way forward, filled with the
hope of the resurrection. Christ is risen.
Alleluia! He is risen indeed. Alleluia! †
Chris Labadie is an associate director
for Liturgical Formation with the Office
of Worship.

Accompanying young adults who face obstacles to faith
Those who identify their religion as
“none” are the fastest-growing religious
group in the U.S., according to the “2014
Religious Landscape Survey” by the Pew
Research Center. A 2016 study by the
Public Religion Research Institute found
that 39% of young adults ages 18 to 29
self-identify as “nones,” and 79% of
former Catholics among this group left
the Church before age 23.
Pope Francis recognizes this trend in
Evangelii Gaudium, noting “… that in
recent decades there has been a
breakdown in the way Catholics pass
down the Christian faith to the young”
(70). “Young people often fail to find
responses to their concerns, needs,
problems and hurts in the usual

structures” (105).
Often the unaddressed concerns are
common intellectual obstacles. Kaya
Oakes, in her book, “The Nones Are
Alright,” notes, “Institutions like
churches, synagogue, and mosques often
showed little patience for searchers and
doubters, and as a result, those searchers
and doubters gave up on the search.”
In my campus ministry, I have
listened to many stories of young people
who left their faith because Church
leaders discouraged them from raising
honest questions or doubts, gave them
inadequate answers, or told them to just
believe harder.
Many questions concerned the
relation between faith and reason and,

Retreat Center in Dickinson
The Christian Renewal Center is located on 52 beautiful wooded acres in
Dickinson, off I-45 in between Houston and Galveston.
The CRC has four different meeting spaces to accommodate groups
of various sizes with different types of lodging, including bunk-houses for
up to 16 people and rooms that can accommodate individuals and families.
The CRC has two Catholic chapels, covered sports pavilion, large swimming
pool, and bayou access. The CRC hosts groups year-round, including
family, individual, and youth retreats.
The CRC is owned by the Catholic Archdiocese of Galveston-Houston and
used by individuals, religious organizations, churches and businesses.
For more information, visit

www.retreatcentercrc.org
Socially-Distant and Spiritually-Connected.
Safety Precautions are in-place. Enjoy the 52-acres of the CRC.
CRC has safely operated over 60 retreats since May 2020 under COVID-19 protocols.

from my Catholic philosophical
perspective, belied fundamental
misunderstandings about the nature of
and evidence for God, the reliability and
meaning of Biblical texts, and the
supposed threat scientific knowledge
poses for religious belief.
If only they had encountered someone
who took their questions seriously and
could point them to answers the Church
has thought over for centuries.
Of course, a personal, saving
relationship with Jesus is the goal of
faith and the Church’s ministry, so,
understandably, we tend to focus on the
experiential encounter with Jesus.
But for some, especially in young
adulthood, doubts and questions really
are obstacles to even being open to such
an encounter, or arise when difficulties
of life obscure the past encounter, or
someone finds herself in purifying trials
that God allows to prove the
genuineness of our faith (1 Peter 1:7).
It would be a shame if we Catholics
focus only on the encounter when we
have a rich tradition of theological and

philosophical reflection for dealing with
the obstacles.
What can you do to help “nones” or
keep a young Catholic from becoming
one? First, listen. This may be all the
person needs — to know that they are
loved and accepted despite their doubts
and questions. Second, share your
perspective from your own experience
living the faith and being faithful to
Christ and His Church; you’ve
undoubtedly had to overcome your own
obstacles. Third, share what the Church
teaches, but don’t be afraid to say,
“That’s a good question. I’ll look into it
and get back to you.” Then, look into it
and get back to them. You will probably
also grow in your faith and
understanding in the process. There are
many good resources, either already at
your parish or online through Word On
Fire ministries or Catholic Answers. †
Joseph Magee, Ph.D., is the director of
campus ministry at Sam Houston State
University.

How to submit events for
Around the Archdiocese
E-mail the event details (see below) to
tch@archgh.org for possible inclusion
in Around the Archdiocese. There is no
charge for listings but space is limited.

Around the
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• Include the name of your event along with date, time, location (with full address) and a
brief description of your event
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Please note that due to space and other factors, we cannot guarantee placement or
frequency in Around the Archdiocese, but we will do our best to get your event into the section.

APRIL 13, 2021 • ARCHGH.ORG/TCH

texas catholic herald

15

WORLD

Smugglers, extortion and broken dreams: Migrants’
road to U.S. has perils
TENOSIQUE, Mexico (CNS) —
Franciscan Father Gabriel Romero
recalled a machete-wielding mob trying
to break down the door to his migrant
shelter in the middle of the night early
this year. The friar blocked the door with
his burly frame and yelled: “Back off!”
“You can kill me, but I’m unarmed
and I’m not going to let you enter,” Father
Romero recalled telling the mob.
“They were paid by ‘polleros’” he said,
using a word for human traffickers. “We
want people here to be safe, that they feel
it’s a peaceful place. But when people
leave, it’s ugly out there.”
Shelters like La 72, run by the
Franciscans near the Guatemala border,
offer a respite on a dangerous route for
migrants to the U.S. border. Migrants
unable to afford the services of smugglers
often stay in shelters, but advocates like
Father Romero say they end up paying
plenty in the form of inflated fees for taxi
and vans rides or bribes and extortion
payments demanded by crooked public
officials.
Smugglers offer to take them to the
next town of Palenque for $250, said
Father Romero, and get them through
police and immigration checkpoints,
which were recently reinforced by the
Mexican government as part of an effort
to impede the path of migrants.
Many migrants end up walking,
especially now that the trains on which
they used to steal rides are no longer
operating.

“(Migrants) arrive here with their feet
all beat up,” said Sister Pascuala Medina
Chávez, one of the Daughters of Charity
of St.Vincent of Paul running the diocesan
shelter in Palenque, some 45 miles from
Tenosique.
They also arrive “without any money,”
she said. “At each checkpoint, with every
taxi or van, they have to pay to pass
through.”
Migrants making it to Palenque say
they paid private individuals and public
officials for passage, while taxi drivers
and van operators often prey upon them.
“I’m scared being here, but I don’t
have any other choice,” said an 18-yearold staying in Palenque. He described
paying a van driver an inflated fare but
was robbed of his money and dropped off
far from his promised destination.
“The authorities ask you for money,”
said Ángel David, 25, a Honduran staying
in Palenque.
Like many migrants, he left with plans
of reaching the United States, saying he
left “to build myself a house. I only am
coming to work a bit and then return” to
Honduras.
Both shelters in Palenque and
Tenosique report receiving more migrants
than they can host, with many staying in
the vicinity and receiving meals.
La 72 has welcomed 3,000 migrants
monthly in 2021, Father Romero said.
That figure puts it on pace to break its
previous record of 15,000 guests served
in 2018, unless the exit slows from

IN BRIEF
A season for resurrection
arrives for El Salvador’s
Catholic war victims
CHALATENANGO, El Salvador (CNS) —
The sun in March and April is unforgiving in
the hills and mountains of El Salvador. The
lack of rain and scorching sun puts much of
the vegetation to sleep, painting a
landscape of barren trees and plants, visual
reminders of a Lenten season.
In this arid setting in the 1970s and
1980s, the government’s armed forces, too,
punished the landscape, but their target
was people. In 1979, one of those targets in
the hills near the village of Los Ramirez was
Catalina Ramirez, a 30-year-old Catholic
active in her parish. She was an active
member of a workers union, illegal back
then and likely the reason she was
dismembered in 1979, killed along with her
father. It has taken more than 40 years, but
on March 4, she finally was given what
remaining members of her family consider a
proper goodbye.
Near a grove of mango and coconut
trees, Father Manuel Acosta, a Catholic
priest and head of the Commission to
Search for Persons Disappeared in the
Context of the Armed Conflict, known by the
acronym in Spanish CONABÚSQUEDA, and
Bishop Oswaldo Escobar of Chalatenango
presided over an outdoor Mass for the
repose of Ramirez’s soul.
“I feel happy, I feel a great satisfaction,”

said her brother, Manuel Ramirez
Guardado, thanking the community for
participating in Mass and sharing the
afternoon with the family. †

Priest, six others killed by
armed gunmen at Nigerian
parish
LAGOS, Nigeria (CNS) — Father
Ferdinand Fanen Ngugban and six others
died of gunshot wounds after armed
gunmen invaded the grounds of St. Paul
Parish in Ayetwar March 30, said the
Diocese of Katsina-Ala.
“After celebrating Mass and while he
prepared to leave for the Chrism Mass at St.
Gerald Majella Catholic Cathedral, KatsinaAla, to renew his priestly vows alongside his
brother priests, there was pandemonium
among the internally displaced persons who
took refuge in the parish premises,” said a
statement from the diocese. “Father
Ferdinand went out to find out the cause of
the confusion. He was shot in the head as
he tried to take cover after sighting some
armed gunmen,” the diocese said.
It said burial arrangements for all the
deceased would be announced. Father
Ngugban, who served as assistant pastor at
St. Paul Parish, was ordained a priest in
2015. The attack took place in Benue state.
The gunmen reportedly raided the village
and set houses on fire before attacking the
parish. †

CNS PHOTO

Adán, a migrant from Honduras, cuts the hair of a fellow migrant March 27 at a shelter in Tenosique,
Mexico. The shelter provides a safe space for migrants traveling through Mexico, where they face risks
such as kidnapping and assault.

Central America — or a recent Mexican
government announcement to restrict
border travel due to COVID-19 proves
effective.
A team of Franciscan sisters from
Mexico City arrived recently as
reinforcements.
Migrants have streamed out of
Central America in large numbers this
year, fleeing violence, poverty and the
destruction of twin hurricanes. Some
migrants cite political problems for their
decisions to abandon Central America
and risk Mexico.
The attraction of the United States
and ability to earn dollars loom large,
too. It’s proved especially attractive
since the inauguration of President Joe
Biden, who promises to overhaul the
U.S. immigration and asylum systems
— moves that have been interpreted by
some migrants as a signal to head north.
Staff at La 72 warn travelers of the
risks and the situation in the United
States, where authorities are telling
single adult travelers and families they
will not be allowed to enter. But it’s a
tough task, said Father Romero. He said
his counterparts in northern Mexico ask
him to dissuade migrants from trying to

reach the U.S. border, where they often
become stranded.
Asked why he hit the road at such
a young age, José, 17, quietly said he
wanted to get ahead. José, who gave
only his first name, left Santa Bárbara
in northern Honduras, where his family
works as farmhands.
“My goal is to get to the United States,”
said José, one of 27 unaccompanied
minors staying at La 72. “I want to work
until I’m able to get ahead, and my family
is, too,” though he left without telling his
parents of his plans, he said.
José confessed to not hearing much
about U.S. politics back in Honduras.
And he said of the new president, “I don’t
think he’ll make a difference” to migrants.
Another young migrant with coppercolored hair, Milton, 15, said he left his
parents’ small farm in Honduras with
similar plans of getting ahead — but
he also figured a new president would
provide an opportunity.
“We heard that he’s letting in children,”
said Milton, 15, who had to cut his journey
short after calling home and learning of
a family emergency. He headed back to
Honduras with just 200 pesos ($9.80) in
his pocket. †

PASTORAL SUPPORT FOR VICTIMS
OF CLERGY SEXUAL ABUSE
In a continuing effort to provide pastoral care to victims of sexual
abuse by clergy or Church personnel, Daniel Cardinal DiNardo
would like to remind the faithful of the Archdiocese of the availability
of the Victims Assistance Coordinator. Anyone who has been the
victim of sexual abuse by clergy or Church personnel is encouraged
to call Diane Vines at 713-654-5799. Please keep in daily prayers
the healing of victims of abuse and all who suffer in any way.
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Youth crossings at border lead to rise in offers of
foster care help
WASHINGTON (CNS) — The message
is still the same. The message’s frequency
is still the same. How the message is
spread is still the same.
The only difference, it seems, is what’s
in the news.
Because of the quick rise in the
number of unaccompanied minors
crossing the U.S.-Mexico border, more
people are responding to the call to help
made on social media by the U.S. bishops’
Migration and Refugee Services (MRS).
MRS posts messages on its Facebook
and Twitter accounts about the need for
foster care of young migrant children,
both those crossing the border and
refugee minors currently across the
Atlantic Ocean awaiting foster families
in the United
States.
2021
CC_FEST 706_3_r2.pdf
1
But MRS hasn’t added any other

social media outlets to its portfolio and
is posting that the foster care needs
messages in the same rotation with other
MRS resettlement programs. After all, “I
don’t want any one program to feel like
we’re not promoting them,” according to
Mark Priceman, MRS’ assistant director
of communications.
“They’re the same messages. Basically,
it gets picked up in times of crisis,”
Priceman told Catholic News Service
(CNS) in a March 29 phone interview.
Priceman can point to two other
times when this has happened: in 2017,
when then-President Donald Trump’s
policies resulted in thousands of family
separations (in 2018, he signed an
executive order to end family separations),
and in 2018,
when there was an uptick
2/11/21
3:01 PM
similar to now of unaccompanied minors

CNS PHOTO

INNER CITY CATHOLIC SCHOOLS
TRANSFORM THEIR COMMUNITIES
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Members of The Cardinal’s Circle invest in the lives
of students in the Inner City Catholic Schools through an
annual contribution of $5,000 or more.

Join The Cardinal’s Circle Today!

Call 713.652.4417 or join online choosecatholicschools.org/cc
Assumption Holy Ghost Our Lady of Fatima Our Lady of Guadalupe
Resurrection St. Augustine St. Christopher St. Mary of the Purification

Young unaccompanied migrants, from ages 3 to 9, watch television inside a playpen March 30 at the
Donna holding facility in Donna, Texas, set up in February by U.S. Customs and Border Protection, an
agency within the Department of Homeland.

crossing the border.
He added his belief the upsurge of
interest in helping MRS is driven more by
the news coverage of the border crossings
than MRS’ social media posts.
“Some are looking to foster; some are
looking to help in any way that they can,”
Priceman said.
“We’re trying to get eyeballs to the
program,” he added. “That’s the goal of it,
to spread the word of what we’re doing.”
Priceman said,“The overarching theme
is that we’re welcoming the newcomer.”
Lindsay Shah, the new MRS director
of children’s services and previously
its associate director of foster care,
said all MRS foster care programs are
administered via federal grants. MRS
works with the federal Office of Refugee
Resettlement and the State Department.
It places youths into different foster care
programs through 17 different agencies
— most, but not all, Catholic — in 13
states.
Shah said that the unaccompanied
minors crossing the U.S.-Mexico border
hail largely from the Central American
nations of El Salvador, Guatemala and
Honduras. The refugee children in need
of foster placement come from “all over,”

she noted, although there is a large
number from Eritrea.
While MRS is processing more
children this year than in 2020, the
numbers can be deceiving. “Actually,
because of COVID, the numbers have
declined pretty significantly in the past
year,” Shah told CNS in a March 30 phone
interview.
The
nationwide
network
of
resettlement agencies has been affected
by progressively smaller caps over the
past four years on the number of children
who can be placed, she said.
Social distancing precautions are also
an issue.
Shah added: “Foster parents have
different
circumstances
in
their
household — an elderly family member,
or some other situation that may preclude
them from adding someone.”
Nor does today’s increase of interest
in foster care placement immediately
result in more children being placed in
U.S. homes, according to Shaw.
“The foster parents in our programs,”
she said, “receive extensive support and
training. And also, some of the training is
geared toward behavior challenges and
cultural and linguistic issues.” †
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Advocate with Down syndrome promotes
employment for ‘friends like me’
NEW ALBANY, Ind. (CNS) — Mark
Hublar is a people person. The fact
radiates in his greeting — the friendly
smile, the extended hand, the confident
eye contact and the chatter.
“There are two things you should
know about me,” said Hublar, 56. “I love
people, and I love to talk.”
The member of Our Lady of Perpetual
Help Parish in New Albany combined
those traits to develop a career he is
passionate about: as a motivational
speaker advocating for employment of
those with disabilities.
Which leads to a third fact about him
that people should know: Hublar has
Down syndrome.
“He never let his disability hold him
back,” said Mark’s brother and fellow
parishioner, Greg Hublar. “Everything
he’s accomplished is a miracle.”
Accomplishments like graduating
from high school, living and supporting
himself independently, earning a degree
in public speaking, and his family’s help
create his own business.
His job has taken him around the
country. He has spoken with corporate
and nonprofit leaders, employers and
members of a congressional committee
in Washington. He has met a long list of
politicians, athletes and celebrities.
“I want to see my people go into
communities and get real jobs with real
pay, equal pay,” Mark said.
He also wants people to know that
those with and without disabilities “are
different, but the same.”
Mark does not take his mission lightly.
“God wants me to work for Him,” he said.
“God wants me to be a speaker for Him.”
It’s a role made possible through faith,
a loving family — and a crucial decision

CNS PHOTO

Mark Hublar of New Albany, Ind., poses in front of
a podium as he would at any of his public speaking
events to advocate for employment of those with
disabilities and to share the message that “we’re
all different, but the same.”

Mark’s parents made after his birth.
When Mark was born in 1964, his
parents were told he had mongolism —
the term then used for Down syndrome.
The doctor said their son would live a
vegetative life. As most doctors did in
such cases then, he advised them to send
Mark to an institution.
Al and Linda Hublar’s response was
immediate. They were not putting him
in an institution. They were taking him
home.
While they were firm in their decision,
Al and Linda, both now 80 and members
of Our Lady of Perpetual Help, knew they
would have to depend on God to make it
work.
Al remembered praying: “God, I don’t
know what’s going to happen. Please just
allow him to have enough intelligence to
know and love and serve you.”

IN BRIEF

New Catholic says she ‘really enjoyed this journey’
leading her to Church

WASHINGTON (CNS) — Taking a momentous journey is not a new experience for Jillian
Shen.
Born and raised in China, she moved to California to earn a bachelor’s degree in
psychology at the University of California in Los Angeles and her master’s degree in that
subject at California State University. Then she moved to Maryland, where she is working
on her doctorate at the University of Maryland in Baltimore County. And this past year, Shen
has been on a spiritual journey preparing to become Catholic, and she received the
Sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation and First Communion during the Easter Vigil April 3
at the Cathedral of St. Matthew the Apostle in Washington.
Shen said after she began dating Sean Montgomery — a Catholic who works as a
project manager — she sometimes went to Mass with him and his family. The couple
became engaged in 2018, and they decided they wanted to be married in the Catholic
Church and raise their children Catholic. After discussing their future life together and with
Sean’s encouragement, she joined the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults program at the
cathedral, and her journey of faith officially started, she said.
During the pandemic, the weekly RCIA classes were held virtually, and Shen remembers
being struck by one of the first lines in the Catechism of the Catholic Church: “The desire
for God is written in the human heart.”
“That really resonated with me,” Shen told the Catholic Standard, newspaper of the
Archdiocese of Washington. †

Faithful reminded on Easter that Christ ‘loves us,’ is
‘with us forever’

NEW YORK (CNS) — On Easter last year, Timothy Cardinal Dolan of New York looked out
on an empty St. Patrick’s Cathedral amid the pandemic and thought, “Oh my God, I don’t
mind an empty tomb on Easter but an empty church? To see the folks back, even though
we’re still limited to 50% capacity ... sure means the world. Don’t tell anybody, I’m afraid we
went a little over that today, but we were very careful,” he told the congregation April 4 in
the cathedral that can hold about 2,000 worshippers.
He said he also was gratified “to that hundreds of thousands are united with us at
home. That’s the Church’s job, to get out the good news about the resurrection of Jesus.
Welcome to America’s parish church, St. Patrick’s Cathedral,” he said at the beginning of
Easter Mass. †

One day years later, Mark heard his
father swear and told him: “’You know
God can hear every word you say. It’s not
worth it,’” Al recalled, saying he knew
then that his prayer had been answered.
The Hublars decided to raise Mark no
differently than their toddler, Mike, and
two other sons, Greg and Todd, born after
Mark.
“He had his chores like us, he was
expected to behave,” said Greg, 52. “There
were no special passes because he had a
disability.
“Because of the way we were raised, I
didn’t even know he had Down syndrome
until I was in fifth grade,” Greg told The
Criterion, newspaper of the Archdiocese
of Indianapolis.
Mark wanted to do everything his
brothers did. Being “just like my brothers”
became a source of motivation that
drove him to graduate from high school,
find work and live on his own. In 2016,
he earned a three-year degree in public
speaking from a community college.
First, he was asked to speak about
having Down syndrome with students
at Our Lady of Perpetual Help School
during Disabilities Awareness Week, and
he was a natural.

Since 2012, Mark has helped with
initiatives led by The Arc of Indiana. The
mission on its website aligns with his:
to help “all people with intellectual and
developmental disabilities realize their
goals of living, learning, working and
fully participating in the community.”
Susan Rinne heard one of Mark’s
talks and was impressed years before she
became co-director of the Indianapolisbased group called Work to Include.
When the group launched in 2018
to promote employment for people
in Indiana with disabilities, Rinne
remembered Mark and hired him.
She supports him as he leads a team
helping local people with disabilities
identify their strengths. He and his
team reach out to employers to share
information about the benefits of hiring
those with disabilities and to help them
find such workers.
He is passionate about his vision for
“my friends” who, like him, have some
form of disability and wants people to
understand that people with disabilities
can be anything they want.
“God is happy with what I’m doing,” he
said, adding: “He works in heaven, and I
work down here.” †

Please join us for the
Eleventh Annual

Evening with the Bishops
HONORING
His Eminence Daniel Cardinal DiNardo
Most Reverend George A. Sheltz
Most Reverend Joseph A. Fiorenza
Most Reverend Brendan J. Cahill
Most Reverend Curtis J. Guillory
Most Reverend Steven J. Lopes
IN MEMORIAM
Most Reverend Vincent M. Rizzotto
TUESDAY, MAY 11, 2021
at six thirthy in the evening
THE JUNIOR LEAGUE OF HOUSTON
1811 Briar Oaks Lane.
Houston, TX 77027
Gold Table Sponsor - $5,000
Silver Table Sponsor - $3,000
Individual Tickets - $300
You can also make a donation in lieu of attendance
Kindly RSVP to msnell@stdominicvillage.org or
713-391-2685 by 4/30/21
Purchase tickets online at stdominicvillage.org/ewb-2021

*Event will follow CDC precautions.
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El vacío es algo bueno

¿Con qué frecuencia relacionamos la
palabra “vacío” con algo negativo?
Billetera vacía? ¿Cuenta bancaria vacía?
¿Y qué decir del tanque de gasolina
vacío? Puede ser tan grande como el
vacío que se siente al sufrir la pérdida de
un ser querido o tan pequeño como la
sensación que tiene cuando toma un
sorbo de café y descubre que su taza
ahora está vacía. Sin embargo, aunque el
vacío puede considerarse algo negativo,
también es un elemento poderoso y
positivo de nuestra fe.
La tumba vacía podría ser lo primero
en lo que pensamos. Sirvió como
símbolo del triunfo de Jesús sobre el
pecado y la muerte. Sin embargo, antes
de esto, encontramos el poder del vacío
a través de la humildad de Jesús al
buscar cumplir el plan de salvación del
Padre. Para que su misión se cumpliera,
Jesús se despojó de sí mismo para
permitir plenamente que se hiciera la
voluntad del Padre. Esta actitud se
expresa tan bien cuando Jesús se
arrodilló en oración en el Monte de los

Olivos, diciendo: “Padre,
si quieres, aparta de mí
esta copa; pero no se
haga mi voluntad, sino
la tuya”. (Lucas 22,42)
Así como el vacío
desempeñó un papel
tan importante en el
ministerio y la misión
por
de Cristo, también es un
DIÁCONO
factor importante en
FERNANDO
nuestras vidas y en
GARCIA
nuestro llamado a
cumplir la misión de
Cristo. A medida que
aprendemos a librarnos
de las distracciones
mundanas que impiden
que se cumpla la voluntad de Dios para
nosotros, entonces ofrecemos todo
nuestro ser a Dios, experimentando un
momento de resurrección y una nueva
vida en Cristo. Y así, podemos mirar
hacia atrás a nuestro tiempo de
Cuaresma y recordar los pilares de la
oración, el ayuno y la limosna que nos

†

llaman a buscar a Dios en la oración;
renunciar a nuestro apego a las cosas
materiales a través del ayuno; y, por lo
tanto, a ser más caritativos a través de la
limosna. Pilares que nos llaman a
vaciarnos para que a través de nuestras
palabras y obras podamos vivir la
oración, “no se haga mi voluntad, sino la
tuya”. Al hacerlo, podemos vivir fuera
de nosotros mismos y cumplir mejor la
misión de Cristo de amar a Dios y al
prójimo.
Personalmente, como ministro
pastoral de uno de los más de 60
programas financiados por el Fondo de
Servicios Diocesanos (DSF, por sus
siglas en inglés) veo una gran
oportunidad para cumplir la misión de
Cristo. El Ministerio de Servicios
Especiales para Jóvenes (SYS, por sus
siglas en inglés) brinda una variedad de
servicios a jóvenes de 10 a 17 años
detenidos en centros e instalaciones de
justicia juvenil en varios condados
dentro de nuestra Arquidiócesis local.
Trabajando con los jóvenes detenidos

en estas instalaciones, tenemos el
desafío de amar y servir
incondicionalmente, despojándonos de
cualquier noción preconcebida,
cualquier estereotipo, cualquier agenda
personal y simplemente decir: “No se
haga mi voluntad, sino la tuya”. Es muy
fácil quedar atrapado en la rutina de
nuestra vida cotidiana, pero SYS, al
igual que otros programas de DSF,
ofrece una manera de vaciarnos y
ayudar a servir a los demás de una
manera que les permita sentir el amor
de Cristo.
Mientras continuamos la celebración
del tiempo de Pascua, luchemos por una
actitud continua de oración, ayuno y
limosna, dispuestos a vaciarnos para
que podamos ser llenos diariamente de
la voluntad del Padre en nuestro camino
hacia el cumplimiento de la misión de
Cristo. Amén. †
Diácono Fernando Garcia es ministro
pastoral con el Ministerio de Servicios
Especiales para Jóvenes.

Papa: Ternura, reconciliación necesaria en el mundo de hoy
CIUDAD DEL VATICANO (CNS) —
Los sacerdotes deben seguir el ejemplo
de Jesús, el buen pastor, que dio su vida
no solo por su rebaño, sino también por
las ovejas que se extraviaron, dijo el papa
Francisco.
Dirigiéndose a estudiantes y profesores
del Pontificio Colegio Mexicano el 29 de
marzo, el papa dijo que los problemas del
mundo de hoy deben despertar “en cada
sacerdote una auténtica compasión, tanto
por las ovejas que se le han confiado
como por las que se han descarriado”.
Esos
problemas,
dijo,
“exigen
de nosotros los sacerdotes que nos
amoldemos al Señor ya la mirada de amor
con que nos contempla. Al conformar
nuestra mirada a la suya, nuestra mirada
se transforma en una mirada de ternura,
reconciliación y fraternidad”.
En sus comentarios preparados, el
papa destacó los desafíos que enfrenta la
Iglesia Católica en México que, como en
muchos países del mundo, se han vuelto
aún más difíciles debido a la pandemia
de COVID-19.
La ternura, dijo, es necesaria para
abordar “los problemas que afligen a
la sociedad”, incluida la violencia, las
desigualdades sociales y económicas, la
corrupción y la falta de esperanza.
Los
sacerdotes
también
deben
fomentar la reconciliación, que es
necesaria para enfrentar las diferencias

y la corrupción que han debilitado la “red
multicolor de culturas que componen el
tejido social y religioso de la nación”.
Los sacerdotes mexicanos deben
mostrar especial cuidado y preocupación
por “aquellos que han sido descartados
por sus raíces indígenas o su particular
religiosidad popular”, continuó el papa.
“Los pastores estamos llamados
a ayudar a reconstruir relaciones
respetuosas
y
constructivas
entre
personas, grupos y culturas dentro de la
sociedad, proponiendo a todos ‘dejarse
reconciliar por Dios’ y comprometerse
con la restauración de la justicia”, dijo.
Por último, el papa Francisco dijo a los
estudiantes y profesores que deben tener
“una visión compartida y unificadora que
pueda impulsarnos a crear fraternidad”,
destacando los “puntos de conexión e
interacción en el corazón de las culturas
y en la comunidad eclesial”.
Tal visión, dijo, animará y guiará a los
fieles a “ser respetuosos de nuestra casa
común y convertirse en constructores de
un mundo nuevo, en colaboración con
todos los hombres y mujeres de buena
voluntad”.
“Para ver así, necesitamos la
luz de la fe y la sabiduría de quien
sabe ‘quitarse las sandalias’ para
contemplar el misterio de Dios y, desde
esta perspectiva, leer los signos de los
tiempos”, dijo el papa. †
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El papa Francisco llega para una audiencia con estudiantes y profesores del Pontificio Colegio Mexicano
en el Vaticano el 29 de marzo. El papa dijo que los problemas que enfrenta el mundo de hoy deben despertar la compasión en todos los sacerdotes.

APOYO PASTORAL A VÍCTIMAS DE
ABUSO SEXUAL DEL CLERO
En un continuo esfuerzo por facilitar atención pastoral a las victimas de
abuso sexual del clero o del personal de la Iglesia, el Cardenal DiNardo
gustaría recordar a los fieles de la Arquidiócesis la disponibilidad del
Coordinador de Ayuda a Víctimas. Si alguien ha sido victim de abuso
sexual del clero o del personal de la Iglesia, se les anima llamar a la
Diane Vines al 713-654-5799. Por favor rece por la sanación de las
víctimas del abuso y por todos los que sufren de alguna manera.
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Aumento de personas en la frontera llena
refugios, dice pastoral de migrantes
PALENQUE, México (CNS) — La
pastoral de migrantes de los obispos
mexicanos dice que la gente está llegando
a la frontera entre México y Estados
Unidos con ilusiones de entrar fácilmente
a Estados Unidos, pero se arriesgan a ser
enviados a México.
En una declaración de cuatro páginas
publicada el 26 de marzo, la pastoral
de migrantes dijo que la situación está
creando atascos en la frontera norte ya
que los emigrantes, animados por relatos
sobre posibles cambios en la política
estadounidense, no pueden solicitar asilo
político y recurren a cruzar ilegalmente a
los Estados Unidos.
La avalancha de migrantes a través de
México ha puesto a tope a los albergues
gestionados por la Iglesia Católica, los
cuales están funcionando con capacidad
limitada debido a las precauciones
por el COVID-19. Los donativos han
bajado debido a la pandemia, decía la
declaración.
“Miramos con optimismo las nuevas
políticas migratorias que están siendo
puestas en vigor por el presente
gobierno de los Estados Unidos”, dice
la declaración, firmada por el obispo
José Guadalupe Torres Campos, de
Ciudad Juárez, que supervisa la pastoral
migratoria.
“Sabemos
que
estos
procesos
llevan tiempo… y esperamos que los
legisladores ratifiquen las políticas
propuestas por el presidente Joe Biden”,
dice la declaración. “Pero estas políticas
han provocado demasiado optimismo
entre la población migrante que tienen la
esperanza de poder entrar pronto en los
Estados Unidos, y se están movilizando
en diversos países, especialmente Centro
América y México”.
Un número constantemente creciente
de inmigrantes—incluyendo a muchos
menores
no
acompañados—están
llegando a los Estados Unidos, a pesar
de que la administración Biden ha dicho
a los migrantes deben quedarse en
casa por un tiempo, y dice que se están
deportando a adultos solteros y familias.
Los menores no acompañados no
están siendo deportados, dijo Biden a los
periodistas en una conferencia de prensa.
Pero tampoco lo están muchas familias,

FOTO DE CNS

Un grupo de jóvenes migrantes centroamericanos camina por una carretera en Palenque, México, el 28
de marzo, en rumbo a buscar asilo en los Estados Unidos.

según el Washington Post, que informaba
de que 60% de los “grupos familiares”—
compuestos por al menos un padre y
un hijo—detenidos por los funcionarios
estadounidenses se están quedando en
los Estados Unidos.
Algunas familias detenidas en puntos
de partes de la frontera no pueden
regresar a México ya que México no
tiene espacio para albergarlos, una
consecuencia de una nueva ley que
prohíbe que haya niños detenidos en
centros de detención mexicanos.
La pastoral de los obispos dijo que
el gobierno no había “contemplado con
anterioridad los espacios para albergar
a menores no acompañados o familias
con menores” antes de cambiar su ley.
Los oficiales de migración mexicanos
regularmente piden a los albergues
que admitan a menores y familias, “sin
ningún apoyo por parte del gobierno
federal quien tiene la responsabilidad
directa”, según la declaración.
La escasez de espacio para menores
es tan severa que la hermana Pascuala
Chávez Medina, coordinadora de un
albergue de migrantes en Palenque, en
el estado sureño de Chiapas, dice que
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recibe llamadas desde tan lejos como la
Ciudad de México de parte de oficiales
de inmigración buscando donde alojar a
niños migrantes.
“Les digo que no hay espacio y ni
tenemos la estructura necesaria para
tener adolescentes sobre todo que son
los que están en situación de riesgo”, dijo
la hermana Pascuala, una de las Hijas
de la Caridad de San Vicente de Paúl
que atiende a migrantes en tránsito por
Palenque.
El albergue de Palenque se ha llenado
regularmente hasta el punto de que
muchos viajeros varones que van solos se
ven forzados a dormir fuera en las aceras
y solamente reciben comidas y asistencia
limitada.
“Los únicos que pueden entrar son
mujeres, menores de edad y enfermos.
Esos si tienen la prioridad”, dijo la
hermana Pascuala, añadiendo que,
desde mediados de marzo, el número de

familias que llega ha bajado por razones
que no puede explicar.
Muchos de los migrantes que llegan
a los albergues en México dicen huir de
la pobreza, la violencia, y el resultado
de dos huracanes que han destruido
Centroamérica.
También
existe
la
idea
en
Centroamérica de que “el ingreso (a
EE.UU.) es muy sencillo, sobre todo
si vienen con familias”, dijo Alberto
Xicotencatl, director del albergue de
migrantes en Saltillo, al norte de México,
donde calcula que el flujo de migrantes
es de cuatro veces la cifra normal.
La declaración de la pastoral de
migrantes dice que “los traficantes de
personas engañan a los migrantes,
asegurándoles que si pueden entrar a
Estados Unidos y solicitar asilo, cosa que
no es cierta”.
“Es una estrategia que emplean… para
tener más clientes.”
Con migrantes en la frontera entre
México y Estados Unidos en cifras récord,
la administración Biden está recurriendo
a una antigua táctica: pedir a México que
haga el papel de impositor de las reglas.
Por primera vez durante la pandemia,
el 19 de marzo, México anunció
restricciones de viaje en su frontera
sur debido al COVID-19. El mismo día,
reveló un trato con los Estados Unidos
para recibir 2.7 millones de dosis de la
vacuna AstraZeneca, algo que los líderes
de ambos países calificaron como no
relacionado con acción alguna contra los
migrantes.
La pastoral de migrantes dijo
que la coincidencia en el tiempo era
“sospechosa”.
El incremento de restricciones, dijo el
ministerio de migrantes, “ha aumentado
considerablemente el tráfico de personas
por parte de grupos del crimen organizado,
se constata el aumento de la presencia
de coyotes y halcones que buscan captar
migrantes para su negocio (tales como el
sexo) o para secuestrarlos”. †

Need Help?
If you or a loved one is in need of help,
contact these Archdiocesan social services:

Catholic Charities

Food, clothing, emergency financial assistance, counseling,
immigration assistance, veterans assistance,
disaster recovery, refugees services, senior services and more.

catholiccharities.org/need-help or 713-526-4611

Society of St. Vincent de Paul

Home visits, food network, disaster relief, clothing and furniture.

svdphouston.org/get-help or 713-741-8234

San José Clinic

Primary and specialty health care services, counseling
and mental health services, dental and vision.

WWW.ARCHGH.ORG/DIGITALEDITIONS

sanjoseclinic.org or 713-228-941
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WITHIN THE ARTS

Painting portrait of pope ‘a spiritually rewarding
experience,’ artist says
CAMDEN, N.J. (CNS) — As a boy who
was constantly filling his notebooks with
drawings, George Perez told his father,
“My dream is to have my artwork in a
museum.”
Both of his parents were supportive of
his artistic ambitions and they sent him
to the High School of Art and Design in
New York City. But his father didn’t want
his son to be a starving artist. Have a
“plan B,” he counseled. A good mechanic
can always get a job, he said.
But Perez didn’t want a plan B. “I had
that fire. I had that passion for art,” he
told the Catholic Star Herald, newspaper
of the Diocese of Camden.
Perez doesn’t have paintings on the
walls of the Met, the Guggenheim or the
other museums he used to visit when he
lived in New York.
But he was able to tell his devout
Catholic father — before his recent death
at age 90 — that he is now in the company
of Michelangelo, Raphael, Leonardo da
Vinci and other great artists whose work
is owned by the Vatican.
One of his paintings, an image of Pope
Francis, was recently presented as a gift
to the pope.
“He was so excited. Makes it so special,”
Perez recalled of telling his father the
news. He noted his wife commented that
the Vatican, with its vast holdings, is “the
greatest museum in the world.”
Perez, a Vineland, New Jersey artist,
was commissioned last December to
paint a portrait of Pope Francis by the
Global Solidarity Fund, a nonprofit antipoverty group. The painting was to be a
gift for the pope.
The person who brought the artist
and the nonprofit together was Patrick
McGrory, a member of the Global
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This is a painting by George Perez of Vineland, N.J., that was commissioned by the Global Solidarity
Fund, a nonprofit anti-poverty group, and presented to Pope Francis as a gift in late February.

Solidarity Fund board as well as the
Camden Diocesan Finance Council. He
and Perez’s wife of 40 years, Donna, have
worked together professionally, and he
admires the artist’s talent.
When the Global Solidarity Fund was
looking for an artist, McGrory showed
representatives a painting Perez had
done of the singer Patrizio Buanne and
his favorite saint, St. Pio of Pietrelcina,
or Padre Pio as he is best known.
Perez got the commission, did some
quick and intense research on the

AROUND THE ARCHDIOCESE
Editor’s Note: Contact event organizers
for the latest updates and information.
View more listings at www.archgh.org/ata.

APRIL 17

CRAWFISH AND SHRIMP BOIL, 2 to 5 p.m. or until
sold out. St. Matthias (302 FM 1774, Magnolia).
Preorder and pay before April 9 at St-Matthias.
net. For more information, call Vickie: 713-8187524 or Dana: 281-714-1403.

APRIL 19

GOLF TOURNAMENT, 10 a.m. at Willow Fork
Country Club (21055 Westheimer Parkway,
Katy). Epiphany of the Lord Catholic
Church ACTS Ministry hosts second annual
golf tournament fundraiser with 10 a.m.
shotgun start with prizes and meals. $135
per golfer, $525 per foursome. Register:
epiphanycatholic.org/epiphany-golftournament, 832-544-9655.
GOLF TOURNAMENT, 8:30 a.m. shotgun start at
Hearthstone Country Club (7615 Ameswood
Rd, Houston). Supports St. Elizabeth Ann
Seton Catholic School. Breakfast provided

before start, and lunch will be provided
afterwards with special gifts for players. www.
seascs.org/annual-golf-tournament/

MAY 1

CRAWFISH BOIL AND RAFFLE, 4 to 9 p.m., St
Francis de Sales Church (8200 Roos Rd.). All
you can eat crawfish $35 in advance, $40 at
the door. Also available: hamburgers, hotdogs,
Mexican food. Kid’s games and inflatables.
Both live and silent auction, Live music by
Texas Miles Band. Raffle with great prizes.
713-774-7475 Sfds-houston.org for more
information and to purchase tickets.

MAY 2

SPRING BAZAAR, noon to 5 p.m., St. Matthias
(302 FM 1774, Magnolia). Barbeque dinner
with all the trimmings, take out available. Live
music by The Lonely Road Band. Raffle, live
and virtual silent auctions, Mexican Bingo,
mechanical bull, midway games, inflatables
and more. Virtual silent auction begins April
18 and ends May 1. Online auction at www.
bazaar21.givesmart.com. 281-356-2000.

nonprofit and Pope Francis, brainstormed
with McGrory, and came up with a
concept meant to convey the pope’s
loving concern for the poor throughout
the world: He would paint the pope in the
company of Jesus, St. Francis of Assisi
and people of different ages and ethnic
groups.
In all, the canvas depicts 18 individuals.
The Norman Rockwell-style oil painting
also includes a detailed reproduction
of Pope Francis’ pectoral cross, which
features an image of the Good Shepherd.
Once the concept was approved,
Perez got to work — feverishly. Taking
into account the time needed for oils to
dry, to have the work framed and sent to
Rome meant Perez had only two weeks
to paint.
“That was crunchtime. I had a large
pot of coffee next to me. I had to use
every minute of those two weeks,” Perez
said with a laugh.
“I carved out some time to talk to my

wife and maybe have dinner, but I had
to exclusively focus on the painting,” he
added. “I was very happy to have met the
deadline.”
The project was challenging but also
inspiring, Perez said.
“I thought, ‘There is the pope — he
will actually be touching my painting.
How about that,’” he said. “To be able to
illustrate the pope’s vision and tell a story
about helping the poor, to paint his cross
and the story it tells from Scripture — it
was a spiritually rewarding experience.
This was not just another job. Spiritually
and physically, I was all in.”
Perez has three children, three
grandchildren and another on the way.
In addition to portraits — a lot of athletes
and entertainers — he has done book
illustrations, logo design, murals and
caricatures. His website, www.gparts82.
com, shows the variety of his work.
When he was working on his painting
of the pope, he searched the internet until
he found a statue of St. Francis of Assisi
he wanted to work from. “I did make one
tweak. The eyes were closed. I wanted
his eyes open — and him smiling,” Perez
said.
Originally, representatives of the
Global Solidarity Fund were to take
the painting to the Vatican themselves
and present it to Pope Francis during
a meeting, but the trip was canceled
because of COVID-19. Consequently,
Vatican officials presented Perez’s work
to the pope.
The artist soon received photographs
of a Vatican room containing a painting
on the wall, a statue on a pedestal and,
on an easel, his portrait of the pope
surrounded by Jesus, the people of the
world and a smiling St. Francis.
“I’m excited to share these pictures
with you,” Perez said in a message with
the images posted on Feb. 27 on his
Facebook page. “So overwhelming to
see a piece of my artwork in the Vatican.
Humbled, to say the least.”
The photos show the flesh and blood
Pope Francis, seemingly delighted, as he
examines the painting.
Like his painted image and the saint
whose name he took, the pope is smiling. †

MOVIE RATINGS By Catholic News Service
A-I – GENERAL
PATRONAGE

• The House That Rob Built (NR)
• Tom & Jerry (PG)

A-II – ADULTS AND
ADOLESCENTS
•
•
•
•

A Week Away (NR)
Raya and the Last Dragon (PG)
Resurrection (PG-13)
Yes Day (PG)

A-III – ADULTS

• Blithe Spirit (PG-13)
• Boogie (R)

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Chaos Walking (PG-13)
Coming 2 America (PG-13)
Dark Waters (PG-13)
Godzilla vs. Kong (PG-13)
Judas and the Black Messiah (R)
Land (PG-13)
Nomadland (R)
The Father (PG-13)
The Mauritanian (R)

L – LIMITED ADULT AUDIENCE
• Cherry (R)

O – MORALLY OFFENSIVE
• Nobody (R)

