WHY

GET TO KNOW

Jeannine and Patrick
Flynn give to
DSF each year.

Fr. Ryan Stawaisz

L ike many in our Archdiocese,

I benefited from the Diocesan
Services Fund (DSF) long before I ever
knew about it.
When I began discerning the priesthood, I recall how the
Office of Vocations provided retreats, one on one
direction, and guided me through the application process.
I also don’t know how it would have been possible
without the provisions provided for by DSF for
seminarian expenses.

“

“O

ur family donates because
we are so grateful that many who
lived before us have donated.
Just after we were each born,
albeit in different cities, we were
baptized in beautiful churches that
someone else had built for families
like ours to pray with other Catholics
and to receive our sacraments.
We were blessed to be educated in
schools, built by others, who wanted
to share a Catholic education with so
many of us.
By giving our treasure and our
time, we feel we are spreading
our faith for others, just as
others have shared their faith
with us, all along life’s path.
Jeannine and Patrick Flynn

”

Part of my training as a
seminarian was at Special Youth
Services, a DSF supported program,
where I worked with youth in a
juvenile detention center. Modeling
the embrace of Christ in pastoral care,
this program offers young people in
trouble hope for the future.

”

Now that I am a parochial vicar at Prince of Peace,
I have the joy of ministering to the parishioners of
this wonderful parish. In addition to the sacraments,
some of our deepest encounters with Christ actually
happen off campus at the DSF supported Circle
Lake Family Retreat Center.
These are just some of the examples of how I’ve
personally benefited from DSF and why I choose to
give to DSF each year. I believe it is a way we are
united as Catholics in our Archdiocese in serving
others in need, and also allows us to have ministries,
programs and facilities that would otherwise not be
possible for a single parish.
Please consider a gift to the DSF and the
thousands of people that will benefit from
your generosity!
Father Ryan Stawaisz
Parochial Vicar
Prince of Peace Catholic Community

SPOTLIGHT ON TEN DSF MINISTRIES THAT
MAKE A DIFFERENCE TO ALL OF US!

Recruiting and training
new priests and permanent
deacons
The Offices of Vocations and the
Permanent Diaconate work tirelessly
to mentor those who are discerning
a call to become a servant of our Lord
and the faithful. They are essential
for the future of our faith.

Caring for retired or
infirmed priests
Archbishop Joseph A. Fiorenza
Retirement Residence provides a caring
facility for men who have served our
Church for decades.

Evangelizing our youth
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Ministries, like the Office of Adolescent
Catechesis and Evangelization to
Camp Kappe for youth retreats
to t h e Young Adult and Campus
Ministry for college students, foster
a relationship with Christ and faith
formation for our youth.
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Promoting worship

Strengthening families
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The Office of Worship supports the
mission to making liturgy the source
of spiritual growth and development
in the Church, providing support to
all parishes. Workshops are provided
for parish ministers, acolytes and
RICA teams.

As the core of the Church, families
need nurturing from the beginning
of life to the end. The Circle Lake
retreat center, Office of Pro-life activities,
Ethnic Ministries and the Aging Ministry
are examples of important efforts to
address the different needs of our
Catholic families.
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Supporting our
Catholic Schools

Giving hope to
the incarcerated

The Correctional Ministries provide
Christ’s mercy through pastoral care
to nearly 60,000 men and women in
prisons throughout our Archdiocese.
Through its residential facility, Angela
House successfully transitions women
into the community from incarceration
by providing emotional, educational
and spiritual support .

Ministering to the sick

The Catholic Schools Office serves
56 Catholic schools supporting
pastors and principals in important
areas such as accreditation, catechist
certification, curriculum development,
finance, best practices in instruction
and technology.
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The Catholic Chaplain Corps provides
spiritual care and sacraments to
hospitalized patients and San José
Clinic provides medical and dental
treatment for those struggling with
access to care.
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Ministering to the indigent
Catholic Charities is our largest social
service agency providing programs
for children, families, seniors, veterans
and refugees. Our Daily Bread in
Galveston focuses on breaking the
cycle of homelessness .

MAY THE LORD BLESS
YOU FOR YOUR CHARITY
AND GENEROSITY.
– DANIEL CARDINAL DINARDO
ARCHBISHOP OF GALVESTON–HOUSTON

Offering lifelong
faith formation

Office of Evangelization and
Catechesis is the center for educating
parish leaders, clergy and team
members who prepare families
for Baptism, First Reconciliation,
First Holy Communion and Adult
Confirmation.
Support is also provided for after
school catechesis, formation for
Christian Ministry and other programs
that seek to deepen our relationship
with Chris t.
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Learn more about DSF!

Scan the QR code a
with your mobile phone.

It’s simple!

Catholic Charities provides

During the
COVID-19
pandemic, DSF
ministries have
adapted and
changed to offer
critically needed
services to our
parishes and
the greater
community.

hope by giving out more than
2.5 million pounds of food,
serving more than 90,000 meals
to children, helping over 2,000
households with rent and utility
assistance and has answered
nearly 20,000 hotline calls.

San José Clinic is caring

for thousands of patients. While
most patient’s visits are through
their newly designed telehealth,
some inpatient visits that are
carefully managed with best safety
practices, are also being offered.
Prescriptions are given to patients
weekly through curbside pick up.

Catholic Chaplain Corps

(hospital ministry) provides
pastoral care to both medical
professionals and patients in the
Texas Medical Center and other
area hospitals.

Hispanic Ministries offered

the annual ministry conference,
“Forming Conscious for Faithful
Citizenship”, virtually to a record
600 households giving hope and
guidance to a community hard hit
by the virus.

Aging Ministry delivers

weekly messages to senior group
leaders with community resources
and inspirational content, makes
ongoing individual phone calls
to more isolated older adults
and works with seniors regarding
resources for rent assistance,
food, masks and other needs.
They also offer end of life
virtual presentations to provide
ministry leaders a way to guide
seniors through this process.

The Office of
Evangelization and
Catechesis is offering virtual

webinars to catechetical leaders
so they can effectively spread
the Gospel Message. This office
is also implementing an infant
baptismal program called Springs
of Faith, which helps parents not
only understand the meaning of
baptism but how to model and
practice their faith at home.
For a full listing and
description of each
program, please visit
archgh.org/dsf.

Through the Diocesan Services Fund, critical
pastoral, educational and social needs are met
in a way that reveals God’s love, compassion and
hope. DSF affords each one of us the opportunity
to do God’s work on earth.

