
Parish Assembly Break-out Groups 

Parish Pastoral Council Training 

 

 

Publicity Group 
 

Length of Breakout Group:  30 min. 

 

Purpose of Breakout: 1.  To provide an explanation of the Publicity Group in 

     the context of preparing a Parish Assembly. 

2. To brainstorm ideas that Parish Pastoral Councils could   

use to publicize the assembly. 

 

 

Explanation of Publicity Group: 

 

Publicity Group is responsible for making the entire parish aware of the upcoming assembly.  

The ultimate goal is: 

 

 To get as many people as possible to attend the assembly 

 To provide as much information and education as possible to 

parishioners to prepare them for the assembly. 

 

 

One way to provide this publicity and education are Pulpit Talks:  (This is a separate hand-out 

for each participant) 

 

Publicity committee is responsible for coordinating talks.  This means assigning council 

members to give a talk on a certain element of parish life at each mass over the course of 

seven weeks.   

 

Talks focus on one element of parish life:  Worship, Word (Education), Community, Service, 

Leadership, Stewardship, and Evangelization.   

 

It is best to have two PPC members for each element.  Council members prepare a five-

minute talk which includes: 

 

 Why this area is essential to parish life 

 How this area has been significant for me in my life 

 Invitation to come to assembly to discuss this area and all of parish life in the 

future 

 

In preparation for these talks, the Publicity group should take the lead in assigning PPC 

members and ensuring that all elements and all masses are covered. 

 

PPC members are also encouraged to write up their talks and use time in a council meeting to 

practice their talks and get feedback from the Council. 

 



 

Other ideas for publicity include: 

 

 Bulletin Announcements 

 Invitations to leaders or parents 

 Youth Visioning Project – This a way to get the youth involved by encouraging their 

creativity.  (Instructions for this project are provided and are included in the full 

binder) 

 

Facilitator:  Once you have explained the role of the Publicity Group, had a discussion on the 

Pulpit Talks, and talked about a few ideas for publicity, use the rest of the time to brainstorm 

other publicity ideas with the group.  Write all ideas on a newsprint sheet.  The wisdom is in 

the room.  Use the time to tease it out. 

 

Pulpit Talks 

As a leadership body charged with articulating the mission of the parish, the Parish Pastoral 

Council is called upon to develop a communication plan to educate the parish about the 

essential areas of parish life.  These areas will be the central reflection at the parish assembly.  

Parish members should come to the assembly having already been acquainted with the 

essential areas of mission. 

 

Pulpit talks given before Mass or at announcement time are a good way to spread the word 

and provide a form of publicity for the assembly.  There are other methods as well, but we 

describe this method in detail: 

 

Parish Pastoral Council members decide which areas of parish life they wish to present to the 

parish during mass.  It is recommended that two people work on each area.  The talks are 

given over a series of weekends at all masses.  Parish Pastoral Council members may also 

wish to delegate this responsibility to others if they feel other parishioners have the gifts for 

this kind of talk. 

 

Pulpit talks are usually five minutes and include: 

 Why this area is essential to parish life 

 How this area has been significant for me in my life 

 Invitation to come to assembly to discuss this area and all of parish life in the 

future 

 

 

Publicity Group 

Responsibilities include: 

 Coordinating pulpit talks by council members, advertising the assembly, and 

educating the parish about areas of parish life  

 Bulletin announcements 

 Invitations to assembly 

 Other publicity – be as creative as possible! 

 Coordinating “Youth Vision Project” with DRE or youth minister 


