
Parish Assembly Break-out Groups 

Parish Pastoral Council Training 

 

 

Data Collection Group 
 

 

Explanation of Data Collection Group: 
 

The data collection group is responsible for collecting data on the parish and for 

presenting and interpreting this data for the parish assembly.  Their task includes 

 

 Gathering parish data 

o Review the parish census and the process for collecting and 

tabulating 

 Prepare and deliver presentation (including interpretation) on 

demographic information at the parish assembly 

 

Basic Parish Census 

 

The data collection group is responsible for overseeing the basic parish census, if the 

parish chooses to do the census.    This census is conducted among all attending 

parishioners.  It is a simple form with 8 questions.  (A sample is provided in the binder).  

Each question corresponds to a question of the U.S. Census.  This census is completed 

prior to the parish assembly.  The pastoral council will need to be responsible for all 

aspects of the census including distribution, collection, tabulation and reporting. 

 

The Data group, with leadership from pastor, coordinates the census.  The census forms 

are distributed to all members of the parish at every mass on one weekend.  Each 

parishioner should fill out one form each.  It is recommended that you use the 

announcement time at mass to allow parishioners to fill out the cards and collect them 

before the end of mass. 

 

Parish Demographics 

 

In addition to the parish census, the pastoral council is encouraged to develop a brief 

overview of parish statistics.  These statistics can include mass attendance broken down 

by languages, number of baptisms (infant and adult), First Eucharist, Confirmation, 

Marriages (including convalidations) and funerals.  In addition, you may consider the 

number of children in Catholic school and/or religious education programs, adults in 

formation, number of parish societies and participation rates.   

 

When collecting information, it is suggested that you look at several years and begin to 

demonstrate a trend by looking at data over a period of time. 

 

Presentation of Data 

 

During the parish assembly, the Data Collection group is responsible for giving a brief 

overview of the parish demographics.  The data can be distributed in chart and graph 

form making it easy to read.  These charts can be used as visual aids in a powerpoint 



presentation or overheads.  Copies can also be made for all participants.  Excel has the 

ability to create charts very simply. 

 

When presenting the data to the assembly, it is important to provide some interpretation 

of the data. 

 

 

Data Interpretation 

 

Data must be interpreted to become relevant.  The role of the data collection group is to 

present the data, but also to interpret the data for the participants at the parish assembly. 

 

Interpretation of data means identifying major themes for consideration demonstrated by 

the information. 

 

Using the sample parish data sheet that was distributed, look for striking themes that 

seems to exist in the data. 

 

For example:  There seems to be a growing Hispanic population.  There is a large 

teenage population.  Many people have moved to this neighborhood in the past five years. 

 

 

These themes will become the interpretation that is given during the assembly.  It is 

important to point out these striking themes to the assembled group so that they can 

consider these themes in their response. 

 

Write out your interpretations and demonstrate them using the charts. 

 

If you are using a visual aid also provide individual copies for all participants so that they 

can reflect on this information at their table. 

 

The data portion of the assembly is only 5-10 minutes.  Prepare your talking points in 

advance and know what you want to communicate. 

 

US Census 

 

In addition to presenting parish data, the data presentation at the parish assembly is also 

time to reflect on the wider community in which the parish exists.  Therefore, it may be 

helpful to present some information regarding the larger neighborhood in which the 

parish exists. 

 

The Census Bureau is now beginning to disseminate information from the 2010 decennial 

census.  This information is available for each census block and can provide an 

understanding of how the community has changed since the last decennial census of 

2000. 

 

The Census Bureau website, www.census.gov, has a number of tools to assist you in 

creating a report on local demographics which include a number maps and charts for 

presentations. 

http://www.census.gov/

